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Students flock to Chapel, 
discuss racism and privilege 
Over 700 voice 
opinions, argue issues 
by Sarah Gunn 
by Keri Fox 
and Sarah Gunn 
Last week, those members 
of the Bates community who 
logged onto abacus were con¬ 
fronted with two comments in¬ 
cluded on a student's e-mail signa¬ 
ture space: "gente blanc come mi 
mierda," and "fuck white people." 
President Harward, in his letter to 
Members of the Bates Community, 
described the language used as 
"objectionable, vulgar epithets." 
Others characterized the e-mail sig¬ 
natures as a legitimate response to 
everyday incidents of racism on the 
Bates campus. 
Since then, a debate has 
raged throughout campus over 
whether the signatures and their 
language were objectionable, 
whether the administration's han¬ 
dling of the incident was appropri¬ 
ate, and over the campus' ability to 
provide a safe, accepting commu¬ 
nity for students of color. 
The e-mail message was 
conceived from "personal frustra¬ 
tion," the president's letter ex¬ 
plained. This argument on the part 
of the administration angered some 
students on campus. 
"Does Bates consider 
'frustration' a defense of racism?" 
an anonymous flyer that was 
posted throughout campus asked. 
Other students stressed 
the extreme, everyday frustration 
which conditions of inequality per¬ 
petuate upon students of color. 
During the public forum on 
Wednesday night, Tasha 
Continued on Page 3. 
The "e-mail incident" of 
last week has generated discussion 
and controversy throughout most 
segments of the campus. Even the 
planners, however, could not an¬ 
ticipate the sheer number of stu¬ 
dents interested in listening to the 
issues and voicing their opinions. 
As the numbers waiting to enter 
Chase Lounge on Wednesday night 
"We need to have an 
open discussion like 
this. We need more 
frank discussions. 
Every day, we hear 
professors say racist 
and misogynistic 
comments" 
Rob Felkey '98 
began to exceed those already in¬ 
side, Deans of Students Branham 
and Reese realized that Chase was 
simply too small a venue for an in¬ 
clusive discussion of racial issues 
on campus. 
So the Forum was moved 
to the Chapel. With a capacity close 
to 650, it didn't take long for the 
Chapel to overflow. Estimates place 
the total attendance as above 700, 
a mark of the importance and need 
for this forum, regardless of the fact 
that it occurred during mid-terms 
Over 700 members of the Bates community debate issues of race and privilege. Amanda Hinnant -photo. 
week, and at the same time as a 
well-attended lecture by Eleanor 
Roosevelt's biographer. 
After a brief introduction 
in which she reminded students 
that "we must listen, and 'maintain 
civility'...[and that] those of us who 
made decisions should explain rea¬ 
sons," Dean F. Celeste Branham 
turned the microphone over to a 
crowd who rushed to stand in a 
snaking line that followed the wall 
almost to the back of the chapel. 
While a majority of speak¬ 
ers kept to the topics of the specific 
incident involving the controver¬ 
sial finger log and the current state 
of race relations on campus, a few 
felt inclined to compare this in¬ 
stance with past ones. This was 
quickly quelled by Branham who 
quickly delineated the difference 
and stressed the importance of 
dealing with the here and now. 
Specifically, some speak¬ 
ers made a comparison between 
the recent incident, which involved 
a female student of color's, re¬ 
marks about "white people" on 
campus, and an earlier case in 
which a white male placed threat¬ 
ening phone calls to a woman of 
color. The recent incident resulted 
in no action, while the earlier case 
ended in a forced leave of absence 
for the male student. 
"What are the material 
differences between the two inci¬ 
dents?" Dean Branham asked. "He 
targeted an individual, repeated his 
act four times, the action was sexu¬ 
ally explicit and targeted, and he 
had a history of two separate inci¬ 
dents against women. The two 
cases are clearly not comparable." 
Some students noted that 
the assumption that the words of a 
white male student could not par¬ 
allel the words of a female student 
of color. 
"[Racism] is not happen¬ 
ing here. Racism is the systematic 
oppression of a particular group by 
those in power. This student did 
not have power," Justin Andrus '97 
Continued on Page 4 
The Inside Track 
Students debate issues of race and e-mail 
The recent e-mail incident has prompted discussions over pasta in Commons and in 
an open forum at the Chapel. Read various opinions on the issues, and become in¬ 
formal jo the varied debates and factors: from critiques of the administration's han¬ 
dling of the issue to examinations of the meaning of "racism" in a racist society. Re¬ 
member... this is the beginning of debate. After break, voice your opinion. In... 
FORUM... starling on Page 11. 
Bates’ poet laureate delivers 
Pablo Colon, Den chef, poet, and philosopher, publishes his poem “Fleeting Moments" 
and his “Valentines Day Story" exclusively in the Student.’ Even these who view 
Valentine's Day as a particularly cruel series of jabs and stabs to tliejugular will enjoy 
these literary reflections on romance and love. Get nostalgic. Get gushy. Read poetry, 
sing, dance, and enjoy... 
Arts, ou page 19 
PagtH2 
* News 
Week en d Weather 
Friday: Emotions run high as separated lovers send gush¬ 
ing, sappy vibes across the seas and through the e-mail 
ocean. Happy Valentine's Day! Um... this is a little late, 
but this issue should have been printed a long, long time 
ago. 
Saturday and Sunday: Same. 
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In this week's NEWS section: Student and ad¬ 
ministration reactions to last week's e-mail mes¬ 
sages are examined. Also, the News section re¬ 
ports upon the open forum, which delves into 
deeper issues of race relations on campus. We also 
look at the new Goals 2005 guidelines, women in 
Maine politics, and a fiery campus blaze (caused 
by a candle)! 
Features, 
Black History Month is studied with respect 
to this week's racial incidents, you can read part 
one of an educational saga... 
And, as always... the horoscope. 
Around Campus : The art of the Black. Pan¬ 
ther party is highlighted in the Multicultural 
Center as a part of the college’s Black History 
Month festivities. Also, we look at a nifty cof¬ 
fee house, the Spanish house weaves its theme- 
house magic, and Pi 11 runs amok. 
Then visit Forum : Letters regarding racism on 
campus are the highlight of this week's issue. 
Also, Bio 101 students defend their courses, and 
another piece about that nifty coffee house. 
This week, Arts looks at Velveeta. No, not the 
yummy plastic-tasting cheese-like product. 
The band! Also: a story about Gerardo Joven, 
a WRBC D.J., and Pablo waxes romantic. 
Sports: Fencing, Fencing, Fencing!!!! Also, 
Men's Hockey pummels its opponents, 
Women's Basketball wins, and a personal 
rambling by our illustrious Arts editor. 
And (of course) that Seventh Section... 
Maine politics: women 
consolidate state power 
Maine legislators and political leaders discuss the impact of women in power. Amanda Hinnant photo. 
by Mike Della Bitta 
"Women's voices were heard in unprec¬ 
edented ways in the 1996 election. In 
Maine, all the major positions of the 
legislative leadership, save one, are in 
the hands of women. . . These events 
suggest major changes in American so¬ 
ciety." - Women and Public Policy 
in the Next Century pamphlet 
On February 5 in the 
Muskie Archives, a panel of women 
in positions of leadership in Maine 
government spoke to an audience 
of students. Present were Speaker 
of the House Elizabeth Mitchell, 
State Treasurer Dale McCormick, 
House Majority Leader Carol 
Kontos, and Senate Majority Leader 
Rochelle Pingree, all Democrats. 
Republican Jane Amero, the Minor¬ 
ity Leader of the Senate, was invited 
but did not attend . 
The forum began with a 
general introduction by Dean 
Carignan, who noted the large per¬ 
centage of women in leadership 
roles in Maine government, and 
asked the question, "Does it make 
a difference?" The introductory 
speeches by each of the panelists 
attempted to answer this question, 
as well as to address other concerns 
of women in positions of leader¬ 
ship. 
Many reasons were given 
for the importance of gender diver¬ 
sity in government and leadership. 
Speaking to the hypotheti¬ 
cal person who would suppose that 
with greater gender equality in our 
"It's a scary thing, 
because you just can't 
fail.. . you have to do 
everything twice as 
well." 
Speaker of the House 
Elizabeth Mitchell 
society, the presence of a woman is 
interchangeable with that of a man, 
Mitchell said, "but it is important, 
and it is different — you just don't 
get it..." Speaker Mitchell pointed 
out that when the women of the 
panel were growing up, "there 
were no role models." 
When the panel members 
were later asked whom they looked 
up to as a role model in their youth, 
they all cited as examples men, 
most of the time their fathers. 
Kontos stated, "None of us aspired 
to this," meaning that during the 
time of their youths, the thought of 
attaining these positions as women 
was inconceivable. McCormick 
added the point that women of 
their time never planned where 
they were to end up in life, because 
every step was a constant fight. 
Giving the young women 
of today role models was one side 
of the importance of gender diver¬ 
sity expressed. Another was the 
different perspective that women 
can bring to the decision-making 
process. Pingree expressed that 
women bring common sense to 
matters such as the economy as a 
result of their dealings with help¬ 
ing to run a family. It was also ex¬ 
pressed that the different experi¬ 
ences of women also bring a wider 
awareness of issues that might not 
be addressed without them. 
The issue of making one's 
way in what was previously only 
a male-dominated world was also 
addressed. Mitchell said, "It's a 
scary thing, because you just can't 
fail. . . you have to do everything 
twice as well." McCormick spoke 
to the issue of paving the way for 
other women also, stating, "I have 
never been qualified for any posi¬ 
tion I have held. A woman is not 
pushing the edge of the envelope 
if she isn't over her head all the 
time." 
McCormick also spoke of 
the tribulations of aspiring to high 
positions as a woman earlier in this 
a 
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Administration, students respond to e-mail 
Continued from Page 1 
Hawthorne '97 explained the issues 
surrounding the e-mail's initial 
posting. Hawthorne and the stu¬ 
dent were working together on a 
paper for a sociology course. 
"We decided to base it 
upon our own experiences at Bates. 
We talked about our experiences, 
about racism, sexism, homophobia 
... about all the 
'isms.' And then 
some." Both stu¬ 
dents were frus¬ 





"she wrote, ‘gente 
blanc come mi 
mierda.'" 
While ma¬ 
terials deemed ra¬ 
cial in content have 
proliferated this 
campus in recent 
years— including a 
swastika trampled 
into the snow on 
the quad, and anti- 
semitic, sexist, homophobic, and 
racist materials posted throughout 
campus— this incident is in many 
ways unique to this campus, for the 
message was not anonymous, and 
was targeted towards the majority 
rather than a marginalized group. 
Bates College does not currently 
have an e-mail ethics policy gov¬ 
erning "offensive speech." 
■ The Bias Committee meets 
Because the messages in¬ 
volved racial content, the Hate 
Crimes and Bias Committee met 
the following day. The signatures, 
which did not violate any state or 
federal laws, were found to be pro¬ 
tected speech. This finding was 
decided in part because the signa¬ 
tures were not directed towards or 
threaten any individuals. Because 
this speech was not deemed threat¬ 
ening, the Committee decided that 
there was "no adequate basis on 
which to bring charges against the 
student to the Student Conduct 
Committee," the President's letter 
explained. 
This in- 



















code of ethics governing college 
network and e-mail policies. 
"Until such recommenda¬ 
tions are considered, any informa¬ 
tion in the signature line spaces on 
e-mail (in addition to the sender's 
identity) and any information 
added by 'finger command' and by 
'who' in UNIX will be understood 
as constituting messages, and will 
be subject to the Code of Ethics," 
the letter said. 
Messages "that are rea¬ 
sonably viewed as harmful or 
threatening" will be referred to the 
Student Conduct Committee. In 
addition, the administration de¬ 
cided to hold an open forum on 
both the e-mail incident and upon 
the wider issues of race and bias. 
(See related article on Page 1.) 
The administration's deci¬ 
sion to eschew punishment was 
met with mixed reactions on the 
part of students. 
At the open forum, sev¬ 
eral audience members noted that 
while offensive messages have 
been present on campus, "it took 
two months to get Carmita [McCoy, 
the Associate Dean of Admissions 
and Director of Multicultural Re¬ 
cruitment]," Myrna Morales '97 
said. "I've worked for three years 
with nonviolent action. Why is it 
that all of the sudden when white 
people are targeted, suddenly we 
have all these people [at an open 
forum]? That's white privilege." 
Other students saw the 
administration's response as a type 
of double standard. 
"I was offended by the 
student's remarks, but I was more 
offended by the administrative re¬ 
sponse (or lack thereof)," Thomas 
Ito '99. 
"As one of the original 
students who went to Dean 
Branham, I was frustrated by the 
administration's lack of interest in 
my opinions ... the simple fact is 
that racist statements perpetuate 
racism, regardless of to whom they 
are directed or by whom they are 
made." 
This "double standard" 
defense, others argued, is not ap¬ 
plicable. "The general cry around 
campus is 'racism, racism, racism.' 
This is not happening here. Rac¬ 
ism is the systematic oppression of 
a particular group by those in 
power. This student did not have 
power," Justin Andrus '97 said. 
Most of those debating 
these issues, whether they agreed 
with the e-mail and the 
administration's response, agreed 
that the issue of race relations on 
campus should continue as a topic 
of conversation and action. 
"There should be a com¬ 
munity investment in these topics," 
Dean Branham said. "It is easy to 
react to an episode. But it is not as 
easy to have a daily investment in 
the issues." 
"The general cry 
around campus is 
'racism, racism, 
racism.' This is not 
happening here. 
Racism is the 
systematic oppression 
of a particular group 
by those in power." 
Justin Andrus '97 
Candle blazes into dorm fire 
by Keri Fox 
Women discuss 
politics in Maine On Tuesday, February 11, 
the Lewiston Fire Department 
made what they thought was a rou¬ 
tine run to Bates College to answer 
a typical false alarm. They were in 
for a surprise. This time, there was 
an actual fire. 
Early Tuesday evening a 
student's room in Parker Hall was 
set ablaze. The official report states 
that it was due to "A candle that 
had fallen and had caught the car¬ 
pet and various papers on fire," 
said Eric Germain, Director of 
Safety. 
The approximate damage 
was $1,000. This is believed to be a 
conservative estimate, not includ¬ 
ing factors such as overtime pay. 
The student who lives in 
the room was not there at the time. 
Two students, Jeremy Begin '00, 
and John Furukawa '00, were able 
to put out the majority of the fire 
with an on-floor extinguisher. 
The Fire Department had 
to break into the room through the 
window in order to release the 
smoke. If they had gone through 
the door, Germain explained, there 
was a strong possibility that the 
sprinkler system would be set off. 
Regardless, two fans had to be used 
to clear the room of smoke. 
In regards to the Open 
Flame Ban, "It's in effect as of right 
now. Essentially it's been in effect 
since it was finalized," said 
Germain. Currently the Deans Of¬ 
fice is working on notices to the stu¬ 
dent body stating that the Ban is in 
effect. 
It is not yet decided 
whether or not the student who 
burned the candle will be charged 
under the new policy or under the 
old. 
"Thank God there wasn't 
a student in there and that no one 
got hurt," said Germain. "As much 
as people don't want to believe it, 
it does happen." 
Continued from Page 2 
century, specifically of the concep¬ 
tions of women and their fabled 
limitations. She stated, "It took me 
years to say that I was a leader, to 
realize that I was a leader." Also 
speaking to the preconceptions of 
others of the time, she pointed out, 
"if you look at my annual, it will 
tell you that Dale will be the first 
lady Vice President of the United 
States." 
She pointed out that it 
would be going too far to say that 
she could or would be President, 
or to use the term 'woman' rather 
than 'lady.' 
The forum moved to a 
question and answer period, where 
questions of pending legislation, 
term limits, and budget concerns 
were fielded. 
As for the experience of 
being in government, Kontos 
stated, "It's a great period of 
growth. . . it's an absolutely won¬ 
derful place." 
INTERESTED IN CAMPUS NEWS? WRITE! 
CALL SARAH, NEWS EDITOR, FOR DETAILS! (X7S2I) 
Page 4 The Bates Student NEWS Tuesday, February 25, 1997 
Packed forum uncovers hidden issues 
Continued from Page 1 
said. 
■ The incident itself 
The particulars of last 
week's online incident provided 
only a starting place for discussion 
and was not the focal point of the 
evening. However, it was ad¬ 
dressed briefly. 
"Let's talk about what's 
disturbing about the message and 
not about repeating the message 
itself," reminded Branham as 
speakers again appeared to veer off 
of the topic. 
In stating the 
administration's stance on the fin¬ 
ger log, Branham stated that, "We 
did not condone that language. We 
condemned the usage of that lan¬ 
guage." 
Other students took the 
finger log more personally. "We 
need to have an open discussion 
like this. We need more frank dis¬ 
cussions. Every day, we hear pro¬ 
fessors say racist and misogynistic 
comments...but this e-mail was di¬ 
rected at me because of the color of 
my skin, and I will not stand for it," 
said Rob Pelkey, '98. 
In defense of the state¬ 
ments written in the finger log, one 
student said that, "You can't say, 
'language like that is always 
wrong.' You can't say, 'don't be 
angry.' If you're being pushed 
down, you have a right to stand 
up." 
"I will take responsibility 
for what I said, but you need to take 
responsibility for what you do," 
said Myrna Morales '97, who wrote 
the controversial e-mail signature. 
■ The administration acts? 
A large part of the discus¬ 
sion was devoted to the 
administration's treatment of this 
and other instances of difference on 
campus. 
"It [the finger log] was 
bold, brave, but I want to say that I 
have problems with faculty ['s re¬ 
actions] - they handle things piss- 
poorly. Especially things like this... 
There are a lot of things kept be¬ 
hind closed doors," said Cali 
Mortensen, '98. 
One example brought up 
was that when the Multi-Ethnic 
Initiative (MEI) was trying to re¬ 
form Admissions procedures four 
years ago, "It took two months to 
bring Carmita [McCoy, the Direc- 
"I challenge all white, 
heterosexual males to 
forget about the e- 
mail and educate 
themselves." 
Kevin Wyatt '97 
tor of Multicultural Admissions] 
here. [Now] I put something on e- 
mail and two days later there's an 
administration response...that's 
called white skin privilege," said 
Morales, commenting on the differ¬ 
ence in administrative attention. 
One of the major concerns 
was the question, "Why is it, all of 
the sudden, that when white 
people are targeted, suddenly we 
have all these people?" asked Mo¬ 
rales, who was echoed by a host of 
other students. 
■ Underlying Tensions 
To treat the forum as the 
result of a single instance, deemed 
offensive by certain members of 
Bates community, sidesteps the 
larger issues of racism and preju¬ 
dice on the campus, as well as the 
issues of ever-present sexism, 
classism, homophobia, and many 
more fear and anger inspiring acts 
of hatred and ignorance. 
A letter written by Assis¬ 
tant Professor of Art Erica Rand 
and, in her absence, read by Au¬ 
gusta Falleder, '97, struck at the 
core of these sidestepped issues. 
"Face the facts. We live in 
a white supremacist society domi¬ 
nated by institutional 
racism....Racism is prejudice plus 
power. As a result, majority and 
minority speech are not the same. 
If you don't know why, learn why," 
wrote Rand. 
"I'd like you to recognize 
that racism is very present at this 
campus. There is institutional rac¬ 
ism. There is individual racism," 
said Shankar Narayan, '97. 
Issues of pervasive racism 
were not laid entirely at the feet of 
students. 
"We have racism in the 
classroom. And we put the burden 
on you all [the students]. Many in 
the faculty see this as a student is¬ 
sue. But people of color, and most 
women will not escape life without 
being insulted," said Associate Pro¬ 
fessor of Sociology and Women's 
Studies Christina Brinkley. 
"The faculty should be 
forced to deal with their racism," 
Brinkley continued. . 
"We need to encourage a 
much more broad discussion of 
these issues with faculty. It is not 
the entire responsibility of stu¬ 
dents," Branham concurred. 
While much of the under¬ 
lying tension attempted to deal 
with and eliminate racism on this 
campus, one large component of 
the tension was a matter of defin¬ 
ing racism. 
"The general cry around 
campus is 'racism,' 'racism', 'rac¬ 
ism/ This is not happening here. 
Racism is the systematic oppres¬ 
sion of a particular group by those 
in power. This student did not 
have power," said Justin Andrus, 
'97. 
Other students argued 
that any statement which lumped 
a group of people into one category 
should be defined as racist. 
"I understand that the 
rage of the oppressed is not the 
same as the rage of the oppressor. 
I understand that as a woman. But 
I still feel hurt... I resent being put 
into a group," one first-year stu¬ 
dent said. 
Some students of color 
noted that this stereotyping is of¬ 
ten a part of their everyday life. 
"Now you're angry. Now 
you know how we feel. I'd like you 
not to jump to defend accusations 
against the person who said this. 
Racism is very present at this cam- 
"I'd like you to 
recognize that racism 
is very present at this 
campus. There is 
institutional racism." 
Shankar Narayan, '97 
pus," Narayan said. 
■ Looking ahead 
Strikingly, two students 
who initially came into the forum 
vocally opposing the e-mail signa¬ 
ture rethought their statements at 
the end of the forum. 
"I went ... to speak with 
that student, and she made compel¬ 
ling arguments. She threw me for 
a loop," Shawn O' Leary '97, a col¬ 
umnist for the Student who pub¬ 
lished an article condemning the e- 
mail, said. 
"Hate is a nasty thing, and 
I'm learning more and more that 
hate is present here. In an upcom¬ 
ing issue of the Student, I will re¬ 
tract many of my statements," 
O'Leary concluded. He still argues 
that the language used in the e-mail 
should not be condoned, however. 
These changes of heart 
lent encouragement many in the 
audience. 
Czerny Brausell, Director 
of the Multicultural Center re¬ 
counted her amazement at the 
sheer number of students of color, 
Jewish, gay, lesbian, and bisexual 
students who came to her in the 
past two weeks with accounts of 
hate incidents on campus. Her ex¬ 
perience, she said, showed her that 
Bates College is not yet tolerant of 
difference. The forum, however, 
gave her a measure of hope. 
"I am amazed. I am over¬ 
whelmed ... it is apparent that a 
great number of students are begin¬ 
ning to have a glimmer of what stu¬ 
dents are going through," she said. 
Brasuell cautioned that speaking 
alone could not solve the deep- 
seeded problems on campus. 
"The ball is back in the 
administration's court," she said. 
"I would like to see a mandated 
course on racial issues for each stu¬ 
dent, in each year they are at 
Bates." 
Kevin Wyatt '97 agreed 
that the college often relies upon 
students of color to educate the 
majority. 
"I challenge all white, het¬ 
erosexual males to forget about the 
e-mail and educate themselves," he 
said. 
Neville Knowles, a main¬ 
tenance worker and NAACP re¬ 
gional director, was informed 
about the e-mail incident by the 
NAACP's New York office. He was 
dismayed at the rhetoric of separa¬ 
tion voiced by many in the audi¬ 
ence. 
"If this nation is to be what 
it can be, we have to come back to¬ 
gether. We are our brother's 
keeper, but it can't be done in the 
manner and format I see tonight," 
he said. 
While many in the audi¬ 
ence entered Wednesday's forum 
with a wish for closure, most left 
with questions. Others left con¬ 
fused, and silent. Some left with a 
wish to facilitate change. 
The forum lasted for three 
hours, but its message was carried 
outside of the chapel. As one stu¬ 
dent shouted from the back of the 
room,"This isn't going to be the 
end...it's a new beginning." 
Excerpt from President Harward’s letter: 
a) "Information Systems, appropriate student and faculty groups, and College Council will 
be asked to review the codes of ethics governing our network and electronic mail... Until such 
recommendations are considered, any information in the signature line spaces on e-mail ... 
will be understood as constituting messages ... and will be subject to the Code of Ethics and to 
the Code of Student Conduct governing all messages." 
b) "When involving students, the Dean of Students will take episodes of expression, includ¬ 
ing those using electronic media, that are reasonably viewed as harmful or threatening to the 
Student Conduct Committee for its consideration and adjudication." 
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2005: The Dream Looks to Become a Reality 
by Jeremy Breningstall 
"Goals 2005: A Vision for 
Bates," after going through a series 
of revisions, has been approved by 
the Board of Trustees. The ap¬ 
proval took place at the trustee 
meeting last January 25, where it 
was "enthusiastically endorsed" 
according to a letter sent out by the 
President to students of the college. 
The Goals deal with, 
among other things, student/fac¬ 
ulty relations, method of learning, 
technology and change, social en¬ 
vironment, cost containment, and 
the role of staff. The Goals seek to 
prepare the College for its 150th 
anniversary, and are intended to 
serve as the blueprint by which 
priorities and innovations will be 
sought over the next eight years. 
In the letter, President 
Donald Harward said, "I want to 
extend the Boards appreciation, 
and my own, to the many members 
of the Bates community who were 
involved in this phase of the plan¬ 
ning process, and who contributed 
to the shaping of the vision mate¬ 
rials. Your comments at open meet¬ 
ings, your responses to drafts, and 
your participation in the various 
workshops and committee discus¬ 
sions were invaluable." 
The letter goes on to 
specify that the next phase for the 
report will be the consideration of 
strategies for implementation. A 
number of open meetings are 
planned to discuss this phase. The 
first one Will take place on Febru¬ 
ary 25. Copies of the full report are 
available in Lane Hall. 
The report is composed of 
several segments, including a vi¬ 
sion, introduction, and list of basic 
themes. In its "Vision for Bates", 
the report declares its hope that 
Bates "remain a distinctive learn¬ 
ing community", that it 
"strengthen and build on its per¬ 
sisting qualities, programs and cul¬ 
ture" and that it develop connec¬ 
tions and cohesion to its programs. 
The report has backed 
away from declaring Bates the top 
liberal arts school, but insists that 
the college "remain academically 
vigorous." In addition, the intro¬ 
duction states that the community 
"must encourage directions for stu¬ 
dents that may be novel or un¬ 
tried." 
A statement in the initial 
report that implied that teaching 
must be the primary role of profes¬ 
sors drew a lot of complaints on the 
part of the faculty. The new draft 
states the vaguer notion that 
"Teaching and learning must be 
our priorities." 
Additionally, the intro¬ 
duction states that: "Bates must 
remain a college with a recogniz¬ 
able and persistant culture: wel¬ 
coming, friendly, challenging, sup¬ 
portive, open, and accessible", that 
"Bates must continue to work by 
participation,Y that the College, 
should reinforce interdependencey 
with the larger community, and 
that "Bates must be recognized as 
one of the nation's finest under¬ 
graduate colleges, both for its aca¬ 
demic reputation and its unique 
culture." 
In terms of "Bates and the 
Future", the report states, "As an 
institution, we are committed to 
learning in the liberal arts and sci¬ 
ences, even while many colleges 
and universities will move to focus 
on specialized higher education." 
Questions to be asked in 
the coming years include: "How 
will we integrate technological 
changes and the exponential in¬ 
crease in accessible information? 
How will we retain our core quali¬ 
ties while we control costs and in¬ 
crease resources from non-fee in¬ 
come to maintain affordability of 
access to the College?" 
In the next century, "The 
fragmentation and fractionaliza- 
tion of knowledge will continue as 
depth in fields of inquiry increases, 
making the characterization of 
what is known, the connection of 
research to teaching and learning, 
and the synthesis of knowledge all 
the more important — and diffi¬ 
cult." 
Other issues also receive a 
more inquirious, rather than au¬ 
thoritative, treatment. "How will 
we provide a supportive, engaged 
community when faculty and staff 
are cautious about taking on addi¬ 
tional roles, as they maintain the 
difficult balances in their own pro¬ 
fessional and personal lives? How 
will we address the needs of 
present students, and challenge 
them to think critically about the 
relationships among human com¬ 
munities and alternatives to the 
culture of entitlement?" 
In the portion on basic 
themes, under Theme 1, which 
deals with the issue of excellence: 
"We will continue to be explicit that 
this College be a community that 
emphasizes learning inspired by 
teaching and research, as well as 
learning in places and times that 
extend beyond the conventional." 
"Students should be more 
actively engaged in their educa¬ 
tion, taking greater responsibility 
for learning, and for developing a 
more coherent vision of how their 
education fits their own goals." 
"We will maintain this va¬ 
riety of perspectives and experi¬ 
ment with ways of balancing teach¬ 
ing and research, recognizing a cre¬ 
ative tension between the two." 
In Theme 2, on students, 
the report states: "Bates will value 
each individual, and each should 
gain from the College's culture of 
inclusion", "Bates will remain a 
small residential college, retaining 
the strengths of its small size and 
special qualities — including its 
expression of individual attention", 
and finally, that "Bates should 
teach its own history and culture 
through its.history and objectives." 
Theme 3, on learning, 
specifies that "Learning should be 
engaging; it can occur not merely 
in the classroom, and not exclu¬ 
sively with faculty mentors, but 
also with student peers and College 
staff." Also, that "Bates should cre¬ 
ate times and places for interaction, 
engagement, and reflection." 
Three additional themes 
in Part II deal with the connection 
of learning to the larger world, fi¬ 
nancing and resources, and "col¬ 
laborative efforts which advance 
the College's mission." Part III of 
the report deals with possible ac¬ 
tion steps to fulfill the goals. These 
include facilitating more interdis¬ 
ciplinary work, flexibility in sched¬ 
uling, program and facilities devel¬ 
opment, and experimentation. 
In an era in which rising 
loan burdens makes it more diffi¬ 
cult for students to pursue service- 
oriented careers, in which develop¬ 
ments are increasing the number of 
major and general education re¬ 
quirements, in which numerous 
classes are overenrolled, and in 
which rumors are going about that 
the study abroad office is consid¬ 
ering cutting off financial aid for 
second semester students, it will be 
interesting to see how many of 
these goals are actually actively 
sought. 
APPLY TO BE A 
WEBMASTER! 
Better than layout or 
managing a section, here is 
your opportunity to have a 
position of real power. 
Experience with Macintosh 
computers and HTML is 
prefered, but we will train 
that special person. This 
position is for the 1997-98 
academic year, but we need to 
start training you now. Apply 
to Box 309 or call Jeremy 
Villano at 7422 for more info. 
1 800 257-54.24. ext- 300 
http://WWW.dtt.com/Jtud ehtct broad 
Announcing the AT&T 
"Ultimate Road Trip" 
Sweepstakes. 
Going abroad this school year? 
AT&T would like to help .pay 
your way. 
10 Grand Prize Winners — 
Round-Trip Air Transportation 
from the U.S. to the country where 
you'll be studying. 
Plus thousands of chances to win 
high-quality currency converters 
(hey, you may find it more valuable 
than the air transportation). 
To enter, call 
Do it today. 
No purchase necessary. Void where prohibited. Sweepstakes ends 5/1/97. Open to residents of the U.S., 18 years or 
older, enrolled at a U.S. college or university during the '97-'98 school year and traveling internationally for 14 
days or more. See your Study Abroad Counselor or http://www.att.com/student_abroad for official rules and details. 
© 1797 AT&T -------- - - - * —... * * a . . « .. 
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Reflections on Black History Month 
... making change our goal 
by Mark Meadows 
Imagine and remember the anger you felt at hearing your race degraded and then 
imagine being confronted with the same feelings for the rest of your life. Many do not 
have to; it is our reality. Would you then be so quick to discipline the individual and then 
resume your normal comfort level? Unfortunately there is not the same refuge for stu¬ 
dents of color to return to. What are we to do when we are forced to face an unrelenting 
fabricated history and a world that does not acknowledge us? We should evaluate the 
system we are involved in and ask ourselves what forced someone to such extreme mea¬ 
sures. My contention is that previous constructive means have been ignored, when much 
of this tension we now face could have been preempted. 
I see our current situation at Bates as a reflection of our society as a whole. Ironically 
or perhaps appropriately the e-mail message in question was written during Black his¬ 
tory month. I would argue one month out of the year is insufficient and a token solace 
that does not address greater divisions in our society. Twenty-eight days of the year a 
limited number of people focus on selected African-Americans who have made signifi¬ 
cant contributions in science, politics, social reform and other areas. While this may be a 
start, one may also view it as conciliatory, merely an appeasement for centuries of oppres¬ 
sion. Perhaps it functions to raise consciousness for a brief period, but with that deed 
accomplished the other eleven months of the year continue as usual. 
Like many people I feel angry, frustrated and hurt, but I also feel hopeful. It is easy 
to be cynical, to become divided and polarized, but it takes true courage to admit igno¬ 
rance and initiate change. I commend those of you who continually strive to do this. 
Unfortunately, I more often hear people absolving themselves of responsibility, not real¬ 
izing that with their inaction they perpetuate the existing power structure. It is not an 
unusual response, but it is one that must be confronted and changed with education. We 
should know by now the dangers of forgetting history and remember what has hap¬ 
pened this week. We have the chance to face what has been occurring all along on our 
campus, but has only now been realized by many. 
I think we can be proud of Bates history and the spirit it was originally conceived in. 
However, we should not rest easily and return to complacency thinking we are now so¬ 
cially responsible individuals just because we spent a couple of- days talking about rac¬ 
ism. For students of color, race will always be an issue we must confront. We have seen 
the administration fail in its attempts to address issues of race. It is up to us, the students, 
to act and take on this burden of the generations. For some at Bates the primary concern 
may be to diffuse the situation, avoid further public embarrassment, and hope we don't 
drop in the college ratings. As students, let us make change our goal. My hope is that our 
community for the first time will pursue honest education and action. Next time there is 
Brombled by Bromley 
an opportunity to learn what it is like to be a person of color, seize it instead of waiting for 
a crisis. Bates can do more than reflect the same problems America faces. Instead of 
compressing issues of race into the shortest month of the year and handling race issues at 
Bates only in times of crisis, let us discuss them with the consideration and sincerity that 
their prevalence mandates. Episodes of crisis during the civil rights movement became 
imperative because other attempts at change were ignored. Let us take this opportunity 
to work together towards reform by attending guest lectures and discussing controver¬ 
sial issues in the hope of averting further crises. 
Education: read all about it 
(mucking your way through the puddle...) 
by Josiah Ahlgren, Jeremy 
Breningstal, Hali Brindel, Gussie 
Falleder, and Lynn Maziarz 
(Represented herein as the 
funny-looking people) 
"God makes all things good; man mettles 
with them and they become evil. He forces 
one soil to yield the products of another, one 
tree to bear another's fruit. He confuses and 
confounds time, place, and natural conditions. 
He mutilates his dog, his horse, and his slave. 
He destroys and defaces all things; He loves 
all that is deformed and monstrous; He will 
have nothing as nature made it, not even man 
himself, who must learn his paces like a 
saddlehorse, and be shaped to his masters 
taste like the trees in his garden. 
Yet things would be worse without this 
education." 
- Jean Ja ques Rousseau 
Two hundred and thirty five years later.... 
Beep, beep, beep....Emile sticks his hand 
out from underneath his blanket and presses 
the snooze button, breaking the medley be¬ 
tween some electrician's idea of a bell and the 
sonic hits of "Keef Gets Da Booty." He 
snoozes, along with the button. Ten minutes 
later...beep...beep. The green glow of the alarm 
clock's digits reminds him that he has fifteen 
minutes to get to class. He roles out of bed. 
Putting on his shoes, then his socks, he 
dashes out the door of his room, stopping only 
to adjust the carefully constructed frame of his 
white Bates hat. He stumbles out the door of 
Page Hall, slips, falls down the ancient stairs, 
and lands on a duck which had been inno¬ 
cently seeking the Puddle. Without so much 
as a moment's loss of grace, he looks around 
to make sure that no one is looking, adjusts 
his cap, and runs to class. 
Class is in Pettigrew, refuge of people that 
Emile doesn't recognize them from the far side 
of the salad bar. It is three weeks into school, 
and Emile decides that it is time to find out 
what this classroom situation is all about. He's 
heard that sometimes professors say neat stuff, 
and that once a biology professor exposed 
himself during an anatomy lecture. He can't 
imagine what can be more interesting than that 
in a Psychology 101 lecture, but the registrar 
has assured him that there's no reason to 
doubt, and that one 101 is just as good as an¬ 
other. 
Emile recognizes the classroom from 
when he went to see the Film Board's presen¬ 
tation of "Aladdin." He hopes that the pro¬ 
fessor is better at changing tapes than the Film 
Board is, because he really hated it when they 
interrupted Jasmine's song, you know, the sad 
one. He takes a seat in the back row, up by 
the windows, and looks down over the sea of 
white hats. There is an innocent buzz hum¬ 
ming right above the room, kind of like when 
you're eating at a picnic in the summer and 
the slight sounds of nature waft gently, foster¬ 
ing feelings' l harmony and joy. Emile shoots 
a spitball at his friend Chuck down in the front 
row. Chuck yells, "Who was that?" [language 
changed for propriety's sake] Emile loses sight 
of Chuck, and his mind begins to wander into 
the nature of being, essence, existence, and 
beer. 
Emile is a college student. He attends a 
small liberal arts college somewhere north of 
Boston. He lives with other college students. 
They go to college together. Like his peers, 
Emile is primarily concerned with cheesebur¬ 
gers at the Den. He thinks he might want to 
be an econ major; with all that demand for 
cheeseburgers, he might make a killing on beef 
futures. He's a little scared of the rumors of 
lingering asbestos in Libbey Forum, and hence 
willing to consider majors with a less exten¬ 
sive pulmonary repercussions. And while not 
immediately apparent from his classroom at¬ 
tendance record, Emile is fundamentally con¬ 
cerned with the nature of education. 
Emile is not alone. As the twentieth cen¬ 
tury draws to its imminent close, we all will 
be hearing a lot of stuff about the way things 
Continued on Page 7 
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Education is not waking np with Emile 
Bromulated by Matt 
Continued from Page 6 
used to be, the way things are, and the way 
things will be. An issue which is and will be 
subject to much of this debate is education. 
In our century, education has changed 
drastically. A college degree has become si¬ 
multaneously more important and less valu¬ 
able in today's job market. Integration, both 
of gender and race, have provided for a seem¬ 
ingly more democratic educational system. 
Rapid technological advances have predicated 
myriad changes, both in society at large and 
in the scholastic realm. Higher education, once 
the realm of the academic elite, has been popu¬ 
larized and subsidized by programs such as 
the GI bill to the point where it has become 
the norm for middle America. Fin de siecle 
shifting political thought is concerned with 
school uniforms, classroom Internet access, 
and national standards at the primary and sec¬ 
ondary levels, while a five trillion dollar na¬ 
tional debt and a partisan battle over the 
government's role in social programs causes 
it to reconsider the subsidies it provides. 
Within this maelstrom of change, educational 
institutions struggle to preserve an integrity 
somehow independent from but still address¬ 
ing the constantly evolving demands of the 
outside world. 
Emile's thoughts on the subject would 
have continued on without interruption, ex¬ 
cept there was an interruption. The intruding 
presence was foreseen by a dark shadow that 
spread quickly across the room, blocking out 
the sunlight. All chatter in regards to last 
nights Page party ceases instantly. A harsh 
wind blows the students back in their chairs. 
In walks a figure, cut completely in black, from 
the black cape to the capital. He has this 
strange contraption on his head and it seemed 
to constrict his breathing, which sounds like 
the bellows of an olde time blacksmith who 
was either very tired or slightly inebriated. 
Had the students been capable of critical think¬ 
ing, they might have compared him to the anti- 
hero of a recently re-released cinematic thing. 
"Hello class," he said in words that made 
up in significance for what they lacked in dy¬ 
namic. "Midterm on Monday." The awed stu¬ 
dents were jolted out of their reverent silence 
and offered up an chorus of futile protests. 
"Your feeble skills are no match for the power 
of the dark side. But you will learn." He con¬ 
tinued. 
Emile wondered what he was doing in the 
midst of all this. The proclaimed purpose of a 
liberal arts education, as depicted in the 
college's mission statement, has not changed 
greatly with time, even as the path of study, 
course offerings, and major requirements 
have. Historically, such an education was 
thought to be a crucial ingredient in the cre¬ 
ation of an ideal citizen, and while ideas pro¬ 
liferate today as to the practical purpose of 
education, the ideal of a well rounded college 
graduate still pervades our notion of what a 
liberal arts degree represents. 
When class finally ended, Emile, dazed, 
decided that he had better try and find the li¬ 
brary and see about studying for his impend¬ 
ing midterms. Unfortunately, the library, 
named after some Ladds, was nowhere to be 
found. He could have sworn that it was some¬ 
where over by Rand field, where he had 
sought out the AC/DC graffiti on Mt. David 
during freshmen orientation. When he walked 
into that train- station-like building on the 
other side of Mountain Ave. there were no 
books in sight. He went downstairs in search 
of help, and, while he thought that he had 
asked about the location of the Library, the 
funny looking guy in the black motorcycle 
jacket at the bottom of the stairs thought that 
he had asked about the purpose of a liberal 
arts education. The funny looking guy says, 
"I've actually been thinking about this a lot, 
and I've talked to many people ..." 
Loring Danforth, Professor in Anthropol¬ 
ogy says that a liberal arts education is meant 
"to make people better people." It "gives them 
a better understanding of the way the world 
works" and an important understanding of 
their own and other people's cultures and his¬ 
tories. 
In the words of President Harward, a Lib¬ 
eral arts education is more concerned with 
"preparation for" than with "preparation' to 
do." It prepares students "for a life of deci¬ 
sions and choices" rather than giving them 
specific skills or knowledge associated with a 
profession. 
According to Christina Brinkley, Profes¬ 
sor of Sociology, the principle purpose of a lib¬ 
eral arts education is for students "to leave 
knowing that they have the options, talents, 
and the confidence that they can go into any 
field that they choose to go into." 
In a slightly different vein, Professor 
Michael Murray of the Economics department 
says that the most important thing for a stu¬ 
dent to come away from college with is "a 
general liberal arts education [which provides] 
a breadth of knowledge that spans many dis¬ 
ciplines." 
"Hmmm...." Emile thinks. "I never 
thought about it that way. Each of them have 
similar definitions of liberal arts education but 
none of them are exactly the same. To think 
that I could have preparation to become a bet¬ 
ter person, preparation for a life of choices, 
options in any field (beef futures) and expan¬ 
sive knowledge all in one!" 
"Uhhh... Where's the library?" 
Emile receives for slightly different an¬ 
swers and sets off confused. His mind is oc¬ 
cupied as he searches for the Library which 
has been described to him as large and brick 
and near the Quad. "While the idea of a lib¬ 
eral arts education remains relatively stable, 
practical conceptions of it tend to vary with 
time." Overwhelmed by the number of large 
brick buildings near the quad he enters one 
that is none of the above, in search of more 
assistance. It says open house on the door and 
Emile, who realizes that he hasn't had lunch 
or breakfast yet goes in for some free borscht 
with french fries. People are talking all around 
and Emile, silent sips his borscht, listens, and 
reflects. He leaves, and wanders on. 
He meets a young lady, also funny look¬ 
ing, and asks about the political science de¬ 
partment. She cuts it to him straight... 
In the political science department the 
mission statement has changed from a concise 
list of the professions for which the depart¬ 
ment prepares graduates, "careers in govern¬ 
ment at the local state or national level, careers 
in the Foreign Service, service with private 
business or research organizations concerned 
with governmental activities or foreign affairs, 
and for active informed citizenship" in addi¬ 
tion to the graduate or law school options, to 
one with the goal of encouraging students to 
"examine politics from a variety of theoreti¬ 
cal, cultural, and methodological perspec¬ 
tives." It also "ask[s] students to learn to think 
and write critically about political questions." 
According to Douglas Hodgkin, Profes¬ 
sor of Political Science, "the current mission 
statement is new and the breadth of it is in¬ 
dicative of an increase in variety of approaches 
within the department. It is also indicative of 
the fact that political scientists are prepared 
for a variety of careers. Dropping the refer¬ 
ence to careers wasn't really a conscious deci¬ 
sion, we wanted to make more of an introduc¬ 
tion to the department rather than [list] what 
one could do with the education later." 
Although his interpretation of the mission 
statement might lead one to believe that there 
are a variety of options for political science 
majors this is not necessarily the view of stu¬ 
dents who have taken classes within the de¬ 
partment. "I don't think I've learned many real 
world skills through academics at Bates. Real 
world skills span well beyond the classroom 
in college. But I have had an exposure to 
classes in the Political Science department that 
focus on critical thinking and these will 
prove really helpful," said David Lieber '98. 
After all that confusion, Emile came to the 
conclusion that before going any further he 
ought to have his head examined, and he 
headed off in search of the psychology depart¬ 
ment. Walking across the quad, he saw a big 
red building. "Hey!" he exclaimed. "This 
building says library on it! Psych!" 
This sentiment was shared by Sara 
Quinlan '97, a Psychology major, who feels as 
though her service learning project this year 
has exposed her to several means of study that 
are important to an understanding of what it 
means "to do Psych in the real world... 
Through my project I feel as if I got a lot of 
valuable real-world experience. I worked with 
Professor Nigro to design the project, which 
evaluated a violence prevention project within 
the Lisbon schools," said Quinlan. In addition 
to this, Quinlan asserted the importance of 
analysis and critical thinking skills," now 
when I read a magazine with a study in it, I 
think 'is this research sound? Is this a valid 
study?"' 
Emile was happy to hear this, as he 
needed some practical help. "Uh," he said. 
"If this is the library, where are all the books?" 
Someone replied, "If your hat wasn't 
pulled so low over your eyes, you'd be able to 
see that it's right across the terrace." 
As Emile walks out onto the terrace, he 
sees a man that looks vaguely familiar. Some 
funny-looking, frizzy-haired Minnesotan. He 
asks him about beef futures. He learns that... 
Professor of Economics Michael Murray's 
first exposure to teaching was in grammar 
school, when he was asked to help two stu¬ 
dents with their work, one a Ukrainian stu¬ 
dent who'd recently moved to the U.S., and 
the other a student whose first language was 
Spanish. "I was a relatively hyperactive kid. 
The teachers probably thought it was a good 
way to keep me distracted." He went on to 
teach at many levels, and eventually taught at 
graduate school, where he found the method 
and intent of study different from what he'd 
experienced as an undergraduate. 





AMERICAN l M VERSE! Y 
OE PARIS 
Accredited by the Middle States Association 
■ Two 5-week sessions 
■ More than 75 quality education courses 
■ French Immersion 3-week Program 
■ College Preview High School Program 
■ Pont-Aven Art Program 
For information: 
The American University of Paris 
Summer Programs, Box S-4, 
60 East 42nd St., Suite 1463 
New York, New York 10165 
Tel. (212)983-1414 Fax (212) 983-0444 
Web site -http://www.aup.fr 
Email - Summer@aup.fr 
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Amalgamated ideals and relevant education 
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"I feel that graduate students approach school more as a 
job and not so much as self-discovery. They work harder, but 
the work is more distant from their world view." In teaching 
at the undergraduate level, he sees students' work as more 
integrated with their discovery of themselves. 
The economics department's mission statement in the 
1995-1996 course catalogue begins with the statement that "In¬ 
telligent citizenship makes increasing demands on an 
individual's knowledge of economic analysis." Murray simi¬ 
larly expresses that one of the major's goals is that students 
glean some understanding of real world institutions and prob¬ 
lems. The other goals he mentions are a knowledge of eco¬ 
nomic theory and empirical analysis which he cites as neces¬ 
sary for understanding social institutions and social problems. 
In this way, Murray sees the discipline as providing a balance 
between a broad social vision and specific disciplinary knowl¬ 
edge. 
"Hmmm..." says Emile. "I wonder if I'll be able to achieve 
this balance. I'm going to have to think about this if I'm going 
to work on beef futures. Is it right to make killing on beef, or 
should I be thinking about the cost/benefit ratio of razing 
rainforests for short-term economic gains. I'm going to need 
to look at issues from different angles. Am I going to get the 
support I need within the boundaries of a single discipline? Is 
there anything in the guidelines of the major itself to indicate 
this?" 
Interestingly enough, the part about "intelligent citizen¬ 
ship" is left out of this year's statement, perhaps because of 
the difficulty of reconciling the idealism of the beginning of 
the statement with the rather aggressive practicality of it's end¬ 
ing. 
Emile sees a guy that looks like an econ major, and goes 
over to be seen talking to an upperclassman: 
Shankar Narayan '97 feels that he and his fellow Econom¬ 
ics majors are of two types: most are concerned with using 
their education to pursue high-paying business careers, and 
the minority are primarily concerned with using the strong 
statistical analytic capabilities learned within the major to im¬ 
pact human welfare. He feels that the discipline itself sup¬ 
ports the former attitude rather than the latter, and that the 
Economics major who is concerned in working for social jus¬ 
tice does so very much out of his or her individual ideals. 
Part of the problem, according to Narayan, is that the "de¬ 
partment is insular." It considers itself "almost a hard science," 
he says, and, like the discipline in general, strives to maintain 
"so-called standards of objectivity. They look down their noses 
at the 'touchy-feely' social sciences like sociology and anthro¬ 
pology." To Narayan, this approach is misguided because in 
reality economic issues are inextricably bound to those of an¬ 
thropology, sociology, and history; therefore, it's both possible 
and necessary to integrate humanistic concerns in order to 
make the discipline applicable to people's lives in a larger sense. 
Because of a vast influx of technology and information, 
society is becoming increasing complicated, and educational 
institutions have been pressured in recent years to become more 
specialized. With a combination of heavy debt burdens, high 
tuition costs, and greater educational prerequisites for profes¬ 
sional positions, many students have grown concerned over 
whether they are acquiring the large amount of information 
needed in the pursuit of any given field. 
Yet with the rapid change that is being induced by inno¬ 
vations in computer and electronic technologies, one could 
argue that the analytical skills to adapt to that change will be 
more important than any amount of specific information. As 
the usage and role of information changes, how are students 
supposed to categorize it and make the modifications towards 
it that will almost certainly be necessary? 
On an academic level, one way of considering this is to 
look at interdepartmental communications. Are departments 
capable of relating the information in their given fields to one 
another, and correlating them? Will the recent trend towards 
interdisciplinary studies encourage looking at the big picture? 
Or have things already grown too inbred? 
Christina Brinkley points out that "schools tend to con¬ 
centrate on the moment and not on grounding students in the 
history and legacies that define the moment." This philoso¬ 
phy brings to mind another issue she raised, "In 20 years, where 
Continued on Page 18 
Thinking causes spontaneous 
growth of posterior flagella . 
Writing does not. 
Don't think. 
Write. 
Wear your seatbelt. 
It could save you from having 
to explain that nasty crack in 
your windshield to your 
parents. Wouldn't that suck. 
TWO LARGE CHEESE OR 
PERRERONI PIZZA FOR ONLY 
$11.99 
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Thy weekly horoscope 
... looking tkrough tke Cat s Eyes 
Aquarius (January 20th-Fehruary 18th): It’s all water under the bridge. However, you pushed it under there. Please look up and around and don t assume that you know 
everything. 
Pisces (February 19th-March 20th): Love means a walk in the park without a slip on the ice; love means listening. Love means 
getting lost by yourself and fee ling okay about that. 
AneS (March 21st-April 19th): Ram on you, ram. Energy funneled into something productive is better than lofty fast talk. 
Taurus (April 20th-May 20th): You need to pace yourself before break. Don’t hesitate to make spontaneous decisions. 
Gemini (May 21st-June 20th): Listen a lot more and you might realize that what you’re saying, through all your explanation, is 
really running yourself in circles. People don’t want explanation as muck as action. 
Cancer (June 21st-July 22nd): You too h ave found rationalizations for eve ryth ing. Try to get perspective on your actions and your 
inactions. Don’t walk with your head high if you have nothing to do with it. 
Leo (J uly 23rd-August 22nd): Your wisdom in financial matters will help a friend this week. Don’t gloat ’cause you think you're 
pretty. Your measured temper is something that a neighbor could learn from. 
Virgo (August 23rd-September 22nd): Stop feeling guilty and do something. The issue is larger than yourself. Love sincerely. 
Likra (September 23rd-Octob er 22nd): You’ve been off the mark for quite some time this week. Have a strong finish this week. 
Don’t eat any of tkose soapy candy kearts tkat say “Lover Boy.” 
Scorpio (October 23rd-Novemb er 21st): Your self-respect is more important than random joy. That's a lesson that has been hard to swallow. Don't he so hitter, it's not very 
attractive. 
Sagittarius (November 22nd-December 21st): You have to really think about these things, they do affect you and to a point passivity is worse than negativity, if you're 
not part of the solution, you're part of the problem. 
Capricorn (December 22nd-January 19th): Love exciting and new..as most say — you should look the other way and it will come slapping you around the corner. Who 
knew love during Yhlentine's Day, well maybe a little hit afterwards. Wield the power of your words. 
Writing for the Student could prepare you for a position in one of these exciting careers: AA, 
witness protection program, sleep deprivation experimentation, pulp and paper mill advocacy 
and many more!!! For more information, please contact the Student office at x7494. Do it novHI! 
INSTANT CREDIT 
Guaranteed Credit Cards With Credit Limits 
Up To $ 10,000 Within Days! <J§g) 
No Credit* No Job. No Parent-Signer. No Security Deposit! 
no credit • bad credit • no income ? 
You Can Qualify To Receive 
Two Of The Most Widely Used 
Credit Cards In The World Today! 
Want VISA & MasterCard Credit Cards? 
ORDER FORM 
YES! 
I want Credit Cards immediately - 10044 GUARANTEED! 
CREDITMAX, P0 BOX 468432, ATLANTA, GA 31146 
Name, 
Address. 
City_ ..Safe. _ZijL 
Phone( 
Signature. 
Guaranteed $10,000 In Credit! 
The Nature Of Identity 
by Jeremy Breningstall 
and 
Alan Wright 
Seven hundred students gathered at an open forum 
on the Wednesday before break, in order to discuss the 
status of race relations at Bates. Undoubtedly this is a 
positive development, but it also showed how much 
there is left to be done. In a college financially well-off 
and where many of our needs our catered to, it is easy 
to fall prey to the illusion that we are living in some sort 
of utopia, where everything can be okay without any 
action on our part. 
The forum underscored that this assumption is fal¬ 
lacious on several levels. Bates is clearly not a utopia, as 
was made manifest by the many personal stories bravely 
told by students at the forum. Bates was not a utopia 
before they made their stories public; but their doing so 
has made transparent what might have been discounted 
otherwise. 
Nor is it possible to continue on with the degree of 
apathy that we have maintained thus far. This is par¬ 
ticularly true of race relations and other issues of diver¬ 
sity, which heretofore were easy to ignore if one was not 
"affected" by them (a misleading word, since everyone 
is affected by them; it is just a question of who is willing 
or can afford to acknowledge it). With a slur towards 
white students, suddenly mass numbers of students re¬ 
alize that racism exists, that it is something that affects 
them personally, and that it is something that needs to 
be dealt with. 
The recent controversy has underscored a number 
of things which we all can learn from. Hopefully, we 
will not in the future depend upon an issue of conflict to 
bring us together for discussion, but rather deal with 
these issues as something relevant regardless of appar¬ 
ent immediacy. In this case the crisis did not begin with 
the statements posted on e.mail. Those statements 
merely brought to the forefront of campus attention a 
crisis that has been extant throughout the history of the 
United States and before. 
That said, what can we learn from the forum, both 
about the current situation of race relations, and about 
what needs to be done to ameliorate that climate? 
How do you communicate across a divide as great 
as race is today? As recent events attest, either on cam¬ 
pus, or outside of it (with the L.A. riots, the O.J. Simpson 
trial, Proposition 209, the Million Man March), race re¬ 
mains among the most divisive issues facing our soci¬ 
ety. For reasons that have a long historical underpin¬ 
ning, many blacks and many whites have come to hold 
dramatically different views regarding the U.S. govern¬ 
ment, the economic priorities of the country, and the 
possibilities for white America to move beyond the lega¬ 
cies of slavery and segregation. Nevertheless, as occu¬ 
pants of a common country, it becomes necessary that 
we come to reach some sort of basis for cooperation, 
some sort of ground that we can all stand on together 
despite our divergent backgrounds. 
This meeting, though, will not occur until white 
America (in particular) comes to recognize that race is 
an issue of importance that everyone must address. Too 
often it is left it up to the victim of discrimination to ask for 
redress, making their cry for help, or protest of the injustice, 
seem as if were creating a (previously nonexistent) problem. 
Yet historically, every oppression of a particular group has 
had roots far beyond the mere presence of the group itself, 
and the discomfort of others with it. 
If one looks at the Holocaust, for example, one finds that 
it is a result not merely of anti-Semitism, but also a culmina¬ 
tion of much of the progression of thought and attitudes over 
the last several hundred years. Scientific developments made 
possible the "rationalization" and "bureaucratization" of 
genocide. Efficiency became an end in its own right, one 
that didn't take into account any human concerns. 
Similarly, the fact that racism has had such a recurrence 
throughout the history of the United States lends us certain 
lessons about our own society. Some of these are economic 
(the dependence of the South on cotton), some of these are 
social (the exaggerated fear of 
black violence), some of them are 
religious (the appropriation of 
Biblical explanations for personal 
gain); but virtually all speak to the 
mind of the oppressor rather than 
the characteristics of the op¬ 
pressed. 
In general, one finds a dispar¬ 
ity between the ideals of freedom 
and liberty preached in this na¬ 
tion, and those that actually were 
accorded in practice. If nothing 
else, what we have learned is that 
theory cannot be allowed to reign 
free of comparison to experience, 
and that abstractions unchecked 
can have a dramatic impact upon 
real human beings. 
In the past, prejudice and discrimination have often come 
about as a result of unquestioned acceptance of false stereo¬ 
types based upon skin color or other arbitrary characteris¬ 
tics. Faulty or vindictive generalizations were used to cir¬ 
cumscribe and distort the distinct identity of individuals. 
These stereotypes undermined the rights of the individuals 
they addressed: conceptually, by neglecting to recognize their 
full dignity; and tangibly, by refusing them legal redress, 
political participation, or other components of ordinary citi¬ 
zenship. 
Even in today's society, we can see the many ways in 
which race permeates into the everyday realities, either by 
victimizing individuals, or by granting them certain "privi¬ 
leges." Though freedom from arbitrary categorization is of¬ 
ten dubbed a privilege, the term is misleading. Privilege 
involves an implication that one has been the recipient of 
something that s/he did not deserve. Freedom from such 
discrimination is really something that all people deserve; 
and have a right to expect. 
Freedom from discrimination has come to be called (al¬ 
beit inaccurately) a privilege because of the way it is all too 
often denied people in our society today. There are many 
instances that one could cite, and they do not all involve 
something as public as a Ku Klux Klan demonstration. 
Race is sometimes used as a basis for decisions about 
someone's credit liability. Car dealerships in Chicago were 
found to offer different prices to different people based on 
their race or gender. How your neighbors treat you, and 
whether you find your face represented in positive roles 
by the media and advertisements may be dependent on 
the color of your skin. Corporations such as Texaco have 
been caught discriminating on the basis of race in hiring 
practices, and in promoting employees to upper man¬ 
agement positions. 
Even in a small college such as our own, race has its 
impact. It may be obvious, as in the case of a harassing 
phone call or a careless comment. Or it may be more 
subtle, as when members of marginalized groups are 
called upon to "represent" their race in classroom dis¬ 
cussions. They are asked to define the position for their 
respective group; yet how can one individual possibly 
embody the diversity of an entire group of people, with 
their own disparate interests, activities, and ideas? 
A sheet that was distributed in the campus mail sys¬ 
tem and at the open fo¬ 
rum referred to a num¬ 
ber of these categoriza¬ 
tions of individuals. 
This work at education 
was a positive develop¬ 
ment, one which height¬ 
ened the awareness of 
the student body. 
For a white student, 
it is easy to take it for 
granted that such a cat¬ 
egorization might not 
occur to them. When 
the discrimination is af¬ 
fecting others, it is easy 
either to discard it as the 
problem of others, or at 
the very least say that the absence of culpability means 
an absence of responsibility. And at times, it is even pos¬ 
sible to forget that discrimination exists, and that for 
many individuals in our society, and our college com¬ 
munity, it is an everyday reality. In part at least, that is 
probably why the e.mail statement that stated, "Fuck all 
white people" was probably such a shock, and why it 
offended so many people. 
They had a right to be offended. As with any state¬ 
ment which stigmatizes a group based on an arbitrary 
distinction, this one carried with it the weight of per¬ 
sonal attack. It made unfair presumptions of all white 
people based purely on the color of their skin. The slurs 
that too often occur against minority groups were now 
directed at the majority. Similarly, later on, whites were 
told "you guys never attend any multicultural events", 
clearly a false stereotype, as evidenced by the many that 
attended the events of International Weekend and Black 
History Month. There were many whites that did not 
attend these events, but the action of some does not jus¬ 
tify imposing that judgment upon others. One of the 
values that we hold dearest is the ability to be judged 
based on our actions, our intentions, our character, and 
this can only take place when our individuality is taken 
into account. That stereotypes of this sort are a frequent 
Too often it is left it up to 
the victim of 
discrimination to ask for 
redress, making their cry for 
help, or protest of the 
injustice, seem as if were 
creating a (previously 
nonexistent) problem 
Continued on Page 15 
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Special post-Valentines day Valentines Day issue 
The true meaning of Valentine’s day 
by Alan Wright 
Well it's that time of year 
again, the day of Saint Valentino. 
Valentine's day is what it is ... 
were it what it was, it would be 
what it had once been, and still 
would be, had it not become what 
it is. Sadly, it has. 
In its purest form, Valentine's 
day is celebrated in Kindergarten. 
Everyone gets a card in 
Kindergarten, even that gruff ex¬ 
football player with the 
questionable personal hygiene in 
Smith middle. But this isn't about 
my roommate, or anyone else in 
particular, this is about what this 
once great day has become. 
Valentine's day has been sullied 
by the disgustingly permissive 
social atmosphere of occidental 
culture. Rubbers and roses on 
Valentine's day? 
This sort of business violates 
the true nature of this holiday. 
Valentine's day is about Love, 
true love like the man in the 
funny hat and funny voice tells 
us. But it isn't just about that 
special someone, man and wife or 
whatever, it is about love for all 
without attachments. 
I think of the proud and 
majestic rooster, what is that 
rubbery thing on his chin, and do 
the hens find it attractive? And 
what about rubber band balls, 
wouldn't it be better to give those 
away for V-day? You shouldn't 
put all of your eggs in one basket, 
nor should you put all your bands 
in one ball. What if Cupid shot his 
entire quiver at one couple? What 
then? The extinction of the human 
race, that's what. Give everyone a 
rubber band, let them shoot them 
where they will. 
At some point during the first 
grade, Valentine's day loses its 
luster. There is always some poor 
soul with trouble expressing his 
feelings who sticks a dead bug of 
some sort in a card. This is not 
good. Sure, it may seem okay 
after nap time, but there will be 
precious little of that at the higher 
levels of the educational system. 
The time has come to tell a 
story about a young boy, and his 
goldfish. We will call the child 
Scott, the fish we will call Ernest. 
Scott cared greatly for his fish, but 
he was a careless youth. Scott used 
to run about the house with his 
fishbowl, but alas he was a clumsy 
child and Ernest was known to 
take a dive as well as swim. To 
make a pointless story short, 
Ernest died one day. Scott swore 
he would never love again. His 
parents were deeply troubled by 
his melancholy state, but they 
made no effort to leave 
Massachusetts. They did, 
however, make an effort to replace 
Ernest. Knowing that Scott could 
not be trusted to care for a living 
creature, they decided to purchase 
the child a bucket o' lint. Bucket 
o' lint was a failed attempt to 
recapture the marketing magic of 
the pet rock. 
Everyday, the wind would 
take a little bit of Scott's lint. 
Though Scott made an earnest 
attempt to replenish his supply 
from his belly button, he could not. 
And so the child sank deeper and 
deeper into a depressed state. It 
seemed that everything he saw 
reminded him of Ernest. He was 
loath to bathe because the sight of 
water was so painful. Eventually 
in a desperate attempt to restore 
his good humor, his parents sent 
him to Bates. 
What does the Bucket o' lint 
have to do with V-day you ask? 
Lint comes from Australia, and 
Australia is an island peopled 
entirely by criminals. A criminal 
can only be loved by his or her 
mother. 
Some of you may be 
wondering, just who is this Scott, 
and will his mother send him 
something for Valentine's day? 
And if she sends a cake, what 
then? Will it suffer the same fate 
as previous cakes? Well there 
isn't much room left, and I can no 
longer maintain the facade. Will 
someone please send my 
roommate a Valentine? 
The argument in favor of a coffeehouse at Bates 
by Gregory Sundik 
I can remember, back in the 
day, when I was gazing through 
the viewbooks of all my 
prospective college choices. Bates 
stood out. Maybe it was those 
cool pictures of the quad. Wait, I 
really liked those pictures. One 
that stuck out was the picture of 
the ten students engaged in a 
deep discussion with their 
professor while sitting around a 
table. Now I ask myself: How 
many deep discussions did I have 
in my classes this week? 
OK. Forget about class 
discussions. How many good 
discussions about my classes 
have I had outside the classroom? 
The answer is not easy. What 
atmospheres have we to converse 
and relax in? Let me think ... 
Chase Hall? Well it's the 
supposed student center. It has a 
great mall downstairs with the 
mailroom, bookstore, game room 
and of course and ATM. But the 
ATM isn't the newest addition to 
our great student center. The 
Bates Housing Department office 
is conveniently located within the 
reach of Tany student praying for 
a better room than last year. But 
only if you're not going abroad for 
Winter JSA. Above the basement 
we have the cafeteria. 
Yessiree, all these 
conveniences in one building. 
Then comes Chase Hall, Skelton 
Lounge, Hirasawa and club offices 
some of which are of this great 
newspaper and our student 
A cafe would be nice 
... A place with 
fourth generation 
Goodwill Sofas and 
chairs, light music, 
good lighting, nice 
people, and a good 
environment 
government. Throwing a big party 
like Triad? 
Well you'd better see Peter and 
blue slip them all. In any case this 
leaves little place for relaxing and 
conversing. 
The Den. "Meet me at the Den, 
man." The Den-is pretty cool if 
Pablo is working and somebody 
picked decent music on the 
jukebox. But it is still 
institutionalized. The food we eat 
there is a white-collar worker's 
version of Commons. Those 
pretzels are tasty and so are the 
grilled cheese, but we're still in 
Chase Hall. BAGEL SANDWICH. 
I'm not dissing anything, but I 
feel like I'm missing something. A 
cafe would be nice. A place with 
fourth generation Goodwill sofas 
and chairs. Light music, good 
lighting, nice people and a cozy 
environment. Its possible right? 
You know, sometimes you don't 
feel comfortable in some places. 
Well that's what those cozy king 
chairs are for. Let this 'place' be 
open till two. Coffee, Teas and 
fondue are on the menu. I'm a 
poet and I'll read you more poems 
at the coffeehouse. Asked one 
bobcat, "You going to da coffee 
house?" 
"Yeah man. Where is it?" 
replies the other Batesie. Where is 
it? Well, we recently had a lecture 
in Muskie by Albert Borgman. He 
posed the same question to us. 
"Where is your coffee house?" 
What-could we answer? The Silo> 
Chase Hall, Page Lounge are 
obvious choices, but he was asking 
about a physical place. A building 
or barn of some sorts where 
students hang out and drink coffee 
till two in the morning while 
arguing over the EPC's proposed 
GE requirements. BUT 
NOOOOOOO! Jon and Julie 
Weiner whine that there is no real 
coffeehouse at our school. It is 
simply a performance event 
comprised of snacks and centered 
on those brave and much talented 
Bobcats who perform. 
A student run cafe would add 
a little-spark-to-the Bates campus. 
Who knows, maybe some faculty 
would stop by for a cup of java. 
Of course if you're debating about 
a question from their class then 
the playing field opens up and the 
PhD runs the ball. Free thoughts 
and intellectual exchange are two 
of the many things that money 
can't buy. Even for 28,600 and 
some odd dollars per year. But 
remember, we are not customers 
here at Bates. We are shareholders 
investing in our futures. So 
invest with some shares of this 
coffeehouse idea with me and 
some others. I promise the 
dividends will-exceed the cost. 
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Education on issues of race at Bates 
February 11,1997 
To the Editors and Readers of the 
Bates Student 
An article written by Shawn 
P. O'Leary and an anonymous 
letter in The Student concerning 
Hate/Bias Language on the 
Internet have forced us once 
again to educate the authors and 
the Bates community about 
issues of racism. 
We are in utter shock that the 
only time issues concerning racist 
actions on campus are addressed 
expediently and to any 
measurable degree are when they 
affect white people. Tasha M. 
Hawthorne's letter concerning 
the Deansmen's offensive actions 
against marginalized groups that 
appeared in the same issue of The 
Student received not even close to 
the magnitude of response as the 
controversy surrounding the 
Internet finger list message 
directed against white people. 
This is not an isolated incident, 
as marginalized students 
experience racism, sexism, 
classism, and homophobia on an 
almost daily basis and the large 
majority of students on campus 
do not even care. Why is this 
incident suddenly creating a 
focus on "racism?" This is 
disgustingly indicative of severe 
problems of race relations both at 
Bates and society as a whole that 
is masked by the hypocritical 
rhetoric of "tolerance and 
diversity." Despite the talk, 
marginalized students at Bates 
College feel threatened, 
oppressed, and unwanted due to 
such actions as anonymous 
letters that ignorantly describe 
the situation as reverse racism 
and anonymous flyers that 
degrade the very real (and this is 
an understatement) 
FRUSTRATION that people of 
color feel after centuries of 
oppression. 
First, we would like to take 
contention with Shawn P. 
O'Leary's article entitled 
"Tolerance at Bates" and the entire 
editorial board of The Student for 
printing the name of the 
student who wrote the e- 
mail tag without her 
permission. In light of the 
situation, this is an example 
of gross journalistic 
irresponsibility. Having the 
name of the student printed 
in the paper could make her 
subject to verbal threats, 
harassing phone calls, and 
even physical violence. 
Further, it is contributing to 
making her a scapegoat for all the 
white racist frustration that has 
manifested itself since the incident 
This is disgustingly 
indicative of severe 
problems of race 
relations both at Bates 
and society as a whole 
that is masked by the 
hypocritical rhetoric 
of "tolerance and 
diversity. 
occurred. Once again, it is easy for 
angry white students to hide 
behind a mask of anonymity, as 
they have chosen to do, and to 
target students of color who are in 
such a minority at this campus that 
there is nowhere to hide. In this 
way, Shawn P. O'Leary and The 
Student have taken an active 
position to oppress students of 
color yet again, and must be forced 
to take responsibility for that. 
Even more of an act of 
oppression is for Shawn P. O'Leary 
to state, "Regardless of what you 
may claim for an excuse (if you 
dare to)..." This statement coming 
from a white male constitutes a 
Letters 
direct threat to the student in 
question as a woman of color. 
What are the consequences if she 
dares to justify her actions? 
Historically, rape, murder, 
degradation and torture have all 
been instruments wielded by 
white males against people of color 
who dared to break socially 
defined boundaries in such ways 
as even looking at a white person. 
This is why the letter and the flyers 
that were posted anonymously are 
so frightening, as they represent 
the lynch mob mentality of 
"angry" whites against people of 
color and other marginalized 
groups. We take these anonymous 
postings to be a personalized 
threat based on our skin color, 
gender, ethnicity, or sexual 
orientation. 
In a larger sense, why does the 
white majority consistently refuse 
to listen to the issues raised by 
people of color? Is there no 
possible justification for expressing 
anger towards white people? In the 
slave-owning south, if an African- 
American had uttered such a 
remark against their white 
oppressors, would we say today 
that such a comment was justified? 
This is why we say repeatedly: 
educate yourselves! The burden of 
addressing issues of racism, anti- 
Semitism, classism, sexism, and 
homophobia seems to fall 
consistently on marginalized 
students. The anger that the 
student in question feels towards 
white people is legitimate. Her 
"frustration," belittled by the 
anonymous flyers, is legitimate. 
Bell hooks wrote in Killing Rage, 
Ending Racism, that "The rage of 
the oppressed is entirely different 
from the rage of the privileged." 
The rage of all marginalized 
peoples comes from a long history 
of intolerance and hate, and from 
the continuation of that history 
that is being played out on the 
Bates campus right now. The rage 
of the privileged comes from the 
fear that if even one person stands 
up to question the status quo that 
keeps the majority in power, that 
the power will be lost. 
With this in mind, we are 
writing to state that we stand 
behind the student who vented her 
rage against the white majority 
that is oppressing her and 
continues to oppress us all. If we 
are not given a forum in which to 
vent this very real rage, we will 
either self- destruct or destroy. 
Listen, Bates College, we are not 
happy with the double-talk status 
quo, and we are willing to band 
together in support to fight it. 
Believe it now. 
Sincerely, 
Cali Mortenson '98 
Jan Bernabe '98 
Bhavna Sacheti '00 
Chantelle Braithwaite '00 
Angela Perkins '00 
Justin Andrus '97 
Arcelia Moreno '97 
Rebecca Shaw '97 
Laura Sundstrom '99 
Vera E. Mihalcik '97 
Dominique Peck '00 
Amy Keith '99 
Kristin Chow '00 
Brinda Tahiliani '98 
Joanne Douglas '97 
Gerardo Joven '99 
Ronaldo Fisher '00 
Jonathan Warren '98 
Kate Holbrook '00 
Jenn Garlin '00 
Catherine Fobi '00 
Naomi Tsosie '00 
Mojeje Omuta '00 
LaShonda Walker-Robinson '98 
Rachel Cymrot '00 
Rebecca Shankman '97 
Leslie Broch '99 
Meghan Cherner-Ranft '99 
Carrie Delmore '00 
Sarah Standiford '97 
Britt Herstad '97 
Todd Zinn '97 
Nathaniel Orenstein '97 
Arthur Stamoulis '98 
Sarah-Kate Redding '99 
Kate Bloniarz '99 
Kevin Wyatt '97 
Linda Johnson '97 
Brent Herrera '99 
Cue Ngo '00 
Allison Slaughter '00 
Alexis Gargagciano '99 
Aditi Vaidya '00 
Hanh Nguyen '00 
Lisa Garsh '00 
to the Editor 
Accountability and consistency at Bates 
by Sarah Skigen 
Growing up today is difficult 
with many obstacles to overcome. 
Our parents helped us through 
the beginnings of life, guiding 
and instructing to their fullest 
capabilities. Once out of the 
house, we have been left to decide 
(on our own) how to interrelate 
with other humans. 
Coping with the differences 
of race, age, and sex has been a 
personal challenge. At Bates I 
have been exposed to an 
environment with a variety of 
people from various states and 
countries, all in one place sharing 
one common goal: to learn. We 
strive to become more enlightened 
not only from the intense classes, 
but from the 
knowledge of 
other students. 
In fact, my 
interactions with 
other students 
have been more 
informative than 
any class, 
seminar, or lecture. However, after 
all of this knowledge is extracted 
and assimilated, what has the 
college and its faculty taught us? 
What will we leave Bates College 
with? Will it be a more profound 
understanding of biostatistical 
analysis, or will it be that we spent 
four years at an institution which 
was preoccupied with retaining its 
quotas? 
I have come to this college 
intending to leave here with a 
better and more Increased 
awareness of my generation. 
Perhaps it is not my generation 
that I need more awaren ss of, but 
the constituents 
who are in charge 
of designating 
right from wrong 





need a refresher. 
I am beginning to realize more 
and more about the realities of this 
small institution. We are not 
being told to close our eyes to the 
racial comments, as it is far too 
late for that. Instead, we are 
asked to push it under the bed, 
stick it in a box and file it away. 
Why should we push aside the 
ignorance of others? Why should 
we disregard the condescending 
and offending comments from a 
student of equal standing? We 
are all young adults here and 
injustice whether racial or 
otherwise is not uncommon to 
us. Most of us remember an 
Continued on Page 13 
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Science requirement is a service to students 
To the Editor: 
I am writing to respond to 
letter to the editor last week by 
"Anonymous, in fear of grading 
retribution." I am senior, and, like 
"Anonymous," I am finishing my 
science requirement during my 
last semester. Although people 
who know me may be surprised 
at my defense of the science 
requirement, I feel that it is an 
Important aspect of one's 
education. 
I haven't always 
liked my science 
classes ... but the 
dreaded world of 
science 
requirements hasn't 
been so evil 
I've spent much of my life 
Convincing my parents that I hate 
science, and thus have developed 
a strong distaste for the field. My 
first science course at Bates was 
physics 103, Musical Acoustics. To 
be sure, I don't remember the 
formulas about wave length, but 
as a musician I did learn a bit more 
about the physics of sound. My 
next class was Biology 158, 
Evolutionary Biology. As an 
anthropology major, I'd already 
had some exposure to evolution, 
maybe it wouldn't be too bad. 
Now, I'm not sure how the Hardy- 
Weinberg Equilibrium affects my 
daily life, but the importance of 
variability, biologically or 
culturally, is a pretty consequential 
idea. 
Okay, two down, one to go. 
I've always been a big fan of 
procrastination, so why not leave 
it to the last possible semester? I 
debate my choices and decide 
upon Population Ecology. Hey, I'm 
a outdoorsy kind of gal, knowing 
a little more about nature might do 
me some good. I haven't always 
liked my science classes. I may 
have to work a bit harder in them 
than a science major. And I didn't 
always get the classes I wanted 
(I've twice been on the waiting list 
with 60 other people trying to-take 
Geology 103) but the dreaded 
world of science requirements 
hasn't been so evil. 
To address "Anonymous"' 
problems more directly and give 
some suggestions of how to deal 
with (and maybe even, gasp, 
enjoy) the dreaded science 
requirement here are some 
thoughts to ponder. 1) Bates isn't 
out to get you; there is so much 
help available for science classes 
you almost have to run away from 
it. 2) Why seek 'easy' classes when 
you can challenge yourself and 
learn something? 3) College can be 
hard, and yes, you may have to 
work. 4) If you have problems with 
a professor, in the sciences or 
otherwise, trying talking; he/she 
just might not bite your head off. 
5) No one is forcing you to learn 
electron microscopy; you can try to 
take classes that have some 
application your interests. 6) Basic 
biology may actually be useful 
when your doctor tells you that 
there is something wrong, or when 
you try to read the paper and can 
understand a breakthrough in 
AIDS or other research. 7) Talk to 
people that are interested in the 
dreaded science area, their good 
attitude and interest in the subject 
may rub off on you. All that said, 
I'm off to Carnegie to finish my lab. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Ellen Daniels '97 
Do you have an 
opinion about the 
science requirement, 
EPC, or Bio 101? 
Express yourself! 
Write to The Student. 
Editor's Note: Decisions on 
whether to print individuals' 
names typically take into 
account two criteria: 1) 
Whether the issue is part of an 
event that is public, and 2) 
whether the issue is one that 
involves public accountability 
or interest. In this case the 
statement was posted on the 
Internet, next to the author's 
name, with the clear intention 
of having others see it and 
react. At that moment, it 
entered the public domain. 
Had it been stated in 
private conversation, or 
outside of a public forum, the 
issue would have been 
different. In this case, the 
statements posted were clearly 
of a nature meant both to be 
seen and to provoke 
controversy and discomfort on 
the part of others. Much like 
Shawn O'Leary (or any other 
author) must accept 
responsibility for what he says 
in public, so too must the 
student involved in this case. 
[Shortly after this response 
was written, Myrna Morales 
appeared on Channel 13 
News.] 
Letters 
to the Editor 
“Come on 
people now ..." 
Continued from Page 12 
incident which unjustly 
punished a student in 1994 for 
supposed racial comments. The 
consequences were that the 
student was immediately asked 




later we are 
being asked to 
ignore a 
blatant racial 
bias not only 
expressed 
quietly in the 
privacy of a 
dorm room 




system. I am 
not asking 
anybody to change their 
personal beliefs or views. That 
is what makes us different and 
contributes to global growth 
and evolution. Instead, I ask 
individuals to stand behind 
their views. If I was to make a 
comment on any widely published 
communication system I would 
expect consequences. If you 
believe in something, support it 
and don't hide behind a computer. 
Furthermore, the Hate Crimes & 
Bias Incident Committee needs to 
reflect on the standard they set in 
1994 by 
throwing a 
student out of 
this school for 
similar 
charges. It is 
important to 
not only teach 
one student 




uphold a code 
of ethical 
conduct. 




punished because they are wrong, 
not punished conditionally based 
upon the color of our skin. Correct 
me if I'm mistaken! 
I am not asking 
anybody to change 
their personal 
beliefs or views ... 
That is what makes 
us different and 
contributes to 
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Staff Editorial 
An unbowdlerized discourse 
On Wednesday, gathering for an open forum 
entitled "Reactions and Responses to the E-mail 
Signature," the Bates community came together in 
a way that it hasn't before this year. This 
convocation was not overwhelmingly pleasant; 
neither the events that inspired the forum nor the 
pervasive roots of bigotry, racism, and hostility 
within it were the sorts of things conducive to a 
festive atmosphere. 
Wednesday night's forum was remarkable for 
more complicated reasons. The rewards of such 
painful and exhaustive discourse are not 
immediate, but important steps were taken 
towards open communication; it is this progress 
on which we would like to focus. 
Community members of all viewpoints 
displayed an impressive level of honesty, degree 
of candor, and pure guts in a challenging 
atmosphere. Several students of color spoke of 
their personal rage and committment to action. 
Several white students spoke of personal hurt and 
a desire to be understood as individuals, and not 
to be labeled unilaterally. Some students were 
brave enough to express unpopular convictions; 
one student even delivered a shrewd challenge to 
Dean Branham's own authority and objectivity. 
Every speaker at the forum received some 
degree of applause. Many speakers brought 
people to their feet; a few provoked tears from the 
audience. Two people who spoke even confessed 
that the night's events had changed the way they 
think about racial issues. 
On Wednesday night, no one faked agreement 
for the sake of comfort. We hope that such 
impassioned dialogue continues beyond this 
forum— and with such encouraging results. In 
classes and in everyday conversations, we often 
choose to simply remain silent when confronted 
with ideas and perspectives with which we may 
disagree or feel intimidated by; resorting to silence 
in times of discomfort is all too easy. 
Silence, however, was not a definitive element 
of Wednesday night's forum. For the first time in 
recent memory, views of the student, faculty, staff, 
and administration were heard in the same room, 
although not in equal proportions; while students 
turned out in record numbers, the mystery of the 
missing faculty did not go unaddressed and will 
hopefully not be forgotten. 
A frustrated emotional outcry was the spark 
that started this fire; while open flames may be 
undesirable in most corners of the college, this 
particular wildfire had remained dormant for too 
long. It was time to begin clearing the underbrush, 
the latent tension and frustrations which had 
inhibited the effectiveness of more traditional, and 
perhaps more optimistic, attempts to raise 
community interest and awareness. 
Communication (like open flames) can be 
messy, difficult, and sometimes dangerous. What 
comes out of our mouths is rarely as eloquent as 
what we plan carefully in our heads, but for the 
purposes of progress is often important to release 
unbowdlerized. Speaking in front of a room of 
over 700 people can increase anxiety levels to the 
point of sweaty palms, stuttering starts, and 
misused vocabulary words; language is a virus, 
and while our method of exchanging ideas is far 
from perfect, it's all we've got. 
For the good of the College, keep the dialogue 
alive and uncensored. 
THINK ALOUD.™ 
Have something to say? Write to The Student 
Viva Lord Helmet!!!!!!!! 
This is not beer ... this is not beer!-name withheld 
Sitting next to a helmet, I found a young man smiling over a 
cup of San Francisco blend coffee. I asked him what was the 
greatest Beatles song and he replied, "Eight Days a Week." 
Bob Dylan says of the RA, "Bird on the horizon, sitting on a 
fence, he's singing a song for me, at his own expense." We 
say, "Still waiting for those letters." 
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In defense of the sciences at Bates 
To the Editor: 
This essay is in response to the 
article regarding science classes at 
Bates published in the last issue of 
The Student. As a foreword I would 
like to say that science fascinates 
almost everyone in some form 
during their lives. Why else would 
people flock to see fireworks on the 
The ubiquitous nature 
of science in sectors 
like buisness and 
politics makes a base 
level of scientific 
literacy requisite for 
success in these areas 
fourth of July, star- gaze, catch 
fireflies, read the science section of 
the newspaper, or watch Nova ? 
Additionally, the ubiquitous nature 
of science in sectors like business 
and politics makes a base level of 
scientific literacy requisite for 
success in these areas. However, 
this letter is not a manifesto 
justifying the importance of 
science in a liberal arts 
education. I would, however, 
like to stop further propagation 
of the unawareness this article 
contained. 
To begin, due to the article's 
generalized ignorance 
regarding the science classes 
offered at Bates, I would 
assume that the letter was 
written by a first-year student 
who has yet to learn that s/he 
has entered into a challenging, 
and often frustrating 
academic environment. I 
implore this person, and 
others like him/her, to resist 
passing judgments on a 
curriculum of which s/he is 
naive. Several departments, 
not just science, have large 
introductory classes — 
remember Religion 100? 
Additionally, science classes are 
not the only ones to require 
laboratories — Theater 132 is a 
good example. Such laboratory 
modules, through their practical 
application of theory, provide 
insight into the subject matter 
that this individual fails to 
appreciate. How comfortable 
would you feel at the hands of a 
surgeon whose only experience 
with dissection was through texts? 
Please become informed prior to 
cluttering the school newspaper 
with ignorance. 
Further, upon entering into 
this community one should 
assume personal responsibility for 
his/her own academic pursuits. I 
have struggled through classes, 
regardless of department, and 
upon encountering difficulty 
attended private and class tutorial 
sessions, professors' office hours, 
review sessions, and study groups. 
Your success is not the 
responsibility of the 
administration, faculty, staff, or 
otherwise. In fact, you do not have 
to be here at all. I am exhausted by 
the endless comments I have 
encountered expressing the 
distorted perception that science 
teachers alone are out to "screw" 
students over. Put the energy that 
you utilize for your complaints into 
more productive avenues and your 
academic problems might not 
persist. 
I also believe that an important 
point has been raised regarding the 
danger that this student's 
subjective, over-generalized 
judgments of class difficulty 
possess. It is incorrect to say that 
science classes are unconditionally 
easier or harder than non-science 
classes. It is my own personal 
opinion that organic chemistry was 
easier than an introductory English 
literature class I have taken. 
However, it would not be a true 
statement to say that organic 
chemistry is easy — many 
individuals will attest to this. It is 
not only insulting, but ignorant to 
presuppose one's natural 
aptitude for a certain subject 
matter. We are all intelligent, 
capable individuals here and 
need to start acting as such. 
In closing, I would like to 
remind everyone that no 
department is superior or inferior 
to any other. Professors are here 
because they truly enjoy the 
subject matter and not, as the 
author of the letter so eloquently 
put it, to "make our lives a pain 
in the ass." I would also 
encourage the author of the letter, 
who seems to think that all science 
occurs within the confines of 
Carnegie, to e-mail me personally 
(rcrosson) so that I can educate 
him/her myself. 
Thank you for your time and 
forum. 
Sincerely, 
Rhonda M. Crosson '97 
Letters 
to the Editor 
Status of race relations at Bates leaves much to discuss and overcome 
Continued from Page 10 
occurrence at Bates was attested to by many that spoke at the 
forum; saying, for example, that a student of color's decision 
to leave a party is sometimes interpreted as a statement of his/ 
her race, rather than a mere, routine, individual decision of the 
type that is made all the time by other students (not subject to 
skin prejudice) without scrutiny. 
One of the great negligences of racism is that it forbids any 
such individuality, thereby reinforcing the concept that who 
we are, and the actions that we may choose to make, do not 
matter. The tacit assumption inherent in racist language is that 
individuals are defined by their race rather than their actions 
or the content of their character. The implication is that our 
destiny has been chosen for us, and that our birth into a 
particular group will dictate the role we play in the larger 
society. 
Though the e.mail message was clearly out of line, there is 
little equivalence between it and past instances of racism on 
the campus, and in society as a whole. Racism is a word that 
carries many different connotations, connotations that cannot 
be understood without taking into account context. Some have 
argued that racism can only take place when it is reinforcing a 
power structure. The suffix "ism" denotes an attitude of 
prejudice, "racism" denotes an attitude of prejudice against a 
given group. This attitude can take place with or without power 
behind it. 
Its impact, though, is highly dependent upon the weight 
that the one using it carries, so we cannot discount power 
entirely. Because of the personal nature of race to the individual, 
any reference to a person's race is likely to carry some power, if 
only through its ability to hurt someone's feelings or provoke a 
reaction. 
However, in looking at issues, one cannot forget that we 
are not living in a society of racial equity. If one is a member of 
a group that has been historically oppressed, and continues to 
be oppressed, a statement with racist implications is going to 
hurt more, if only by the implicit reinforcing of it that one sees 
in the larger society. Frustration expressed in such a society is 
very different than the abuse of race by an individual in the 
majority purely out of malice. When expressed out of 
frustration, it is less likely to be based in the deep-rooted hatred 
that the more serious forms of racism take. It is more often a 
rejection of the injustice one has endured, rather than a desire to 
impose said injustice on others. 
As such, we feel that the College took the right course of 
action in deciding not to pursue the case against Ms. Morales 
further. Aside from the issues that the published statements were 
not aimed at a particular individual or intended to be personally 
threatening, there is the issue that in an open society, room must 
be granted for freedom of speech. In her particular case, we do 
not feel that the intent was malicious. Though good results do 
not justify the action taken, we hope that in this case the 
discussion that is fostered outweighs the impact of two verbal 
slights. 
The attention that this case drew, as much as it outweighed 
the impact of one person's e.mail signature, will hopefully draw 
attention to the more serious and damaging forms of racism that 
occur, every day, on the Bates campus. A letter in the Student 
about an incident at a Deansmen drew no such range of 
commentary. Over time one must wish that the majority's 
recognition of race as a serious subject will expand to include 
those who are actually victimized by it, and not merely slighted 
in a transient manner. 
In a society such as our own, there is no monopoly on 
innocence, but neither is there a monopoly on responsibility. All 
of us, but particularly those of us that are white, must make the 
effort to educate ourselves, and find out how we might be 
contributing to the continuation of oppression, by actions we 
take, or even by our silence. We must not rely on experts, but 
must look inside, and examine ourselves; and from there to move 
on to see what we can do to improve ourselves and the 
community in which we live. 
There are divisions that we have inherited, and that we have 
come to participate in, whether willingly or unwillingly, by virtue 
of that inheritance. Only by becoming conscious of those 
divisions can we come to circumscribe them, to limit the 
differences between us to those that we can celebrate, and not 
those that force us to conflict. We must look for a vision of hope, 
but without becoming naive as to the hard work and effort that 
would be necessary to realize even a small piece of that hope. 
In terms of the future at Bates, we hope that discussion of 
race not be as it has been for the past several years, crisis-oriented 
and near non-existent aside from that. We must address it not as 
a political matter that needs to be quieted down, but as a continual 
battle which we must wage together. We all have our faults; 
some more than others. We must use our better traits to respond 
to our worse inclinations. We must acknowledge openly that 
race in particular, but also all issues of diversity (gender, class, 
ethnicity, sexual orientation, and religion to name a few) are of 
a dramatically different nature than other educational issues in 
the curriculum, and must be addressed as such. They are 
something that affect us all, and until we seek some form of 
healing we will never be able to come together as a true 
community. All must feel welcome if we are to realize this 
principled ground; for a community is by its very definition 
inclusive of all those within it. 
In order for this to take place, people must take the risk, as 
they did at the forum, of direct communication and honesty. 
This does not mean speaking with complete disregard towards 
the feeling of others, but it does mean being willing to explain 
in an open, courteous, and direct manner (that has as its basis 
respect of others) the way one really feels, and why one feels 
that way. 
It is only by envisioning a workable relationship for the 
future, one in which prospects for mutual respect are not 
impaired by racial inequities, that we can articulate and 
categorize the tragedies of the past and present. A first step in 
all of this is education. Education about race is not education 
of a specific skill, it is not education that prepares one for any 
specific career (though these may be incidental effects of it). As 
with any portions of good citizenship, it must be done for its 
own sake. 
This is not something that can be done with thirty or forty 
people, not something that is going to be resolved by any 
educational manuals, not something that is going to be erased 
by any particular doctrine. It is a burden that we all must bear. 
Each and every day. Let us not let the mistakes of the past 
obscure our vision of the future. Let us move forward. Together, 
different as we are. 
Freedoms and rights of the individual are not vacuous 
abstractions. There have always been, and remain, the vision 
that we must move towards. But they cannot be considered 
fulfilled until experience proves what should hold true in theory. 
Until one can walk into a store, or a school, and not fear that 
the color of one's skin is going to be viewed as primary over 
the content of one's character. Skin color has never been a 
reliable test of character. But our ability to learn from its lessons 
formulates a remarkable test in its own right. One more 
important than the midterm on Monday. 
'» »■ 
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a weekly column by 
Dear Fifi, 
I've been hearing a lot in the papers about Prince, the Ports¬ 
mouth dog whose crimes include eating a rooster. He looks like 
such a nice pup; I would really like to get in touch with him but I 
can't seem to find his address... I think he is heavily protected. You're 
the only one in the press whom I trust. Can you hook me up with 
him? How should I go about trying to meet him? 
Signed, 
Sleepless in Sabattus 
Fifi Shalom 
Dear Sleepless, 
Developing a crush is like eating a tater tot... it's easy. Getting over 
one, however, is like tying a river in a knot... it sure is tough. Here's 
how it works: When someone catches your eye, your mind works double 
time on a wishful construction of his or her character. Just one glimpse 
of an interesting face or voice or t-shirt can inflate itself into an imag¬ 
ined life story that complements your own world perfectly. This is what 
Commons is all about; face it, we don't sit near the salad bar to keep an 
eye on the lettuce. 
Before you lose too much sleep over Prince, I want to warn you that 
a crush can grow into an obsession, and an obsession is like too much 
salt, or a bucket of lard, or a plutonium bath... it is unhealthy. We all 
know the rule of thumb "Dog's in the press? Dog's life's a mess," but 
do we really follow it? Follow your heart, Sleepless. Consider what 
you really want to say to this dog, and if you still want to contact him... 
try someone else, because I sure as hell don't have that rooster-eater's 
address. 
Dear Fifi, 
I am an advice columnist for a somewhat respectable college 
newspaper with a circulation of 3000. I put myself out there every 
week, smiling picture and all, but no one seems interested. The only 
ones who send in questions are my friends. Fifi, I want the students 




Once, a long long time ago, I knew someone who knew someone in 
a situation very similar to yours. This columnist was dedicated— a 
seemingly infinite sea of sagacity; however, the reception she received 
from her circulatees, while not quite a-pathetic™, was certainly a little 
cold. In spite of it all, she kept the column running, each week scatter¬ 
ing brilliant feathers of wisdom to the fourteen winds. I forget what 
happened to her in the end, but keep trying, Mimi, and I'm sure that 
those 3000 little hearts will be opening up to you before you can say 
"It's not time for the Spudent yet." 
Let Fifi wrestle with your crazy conundrums 
in her weekly column! Next Week, in 
addition to YOUR questions, Fifi answers: 
Confused '97: Fm a senior. When should I 
start writing my thesis? Send questions c/ 
o Fifi tojweiers@bates.edu, the Bates Student 
at Box 309, or bring to 224 Chase Hall with a 
smile on your face. 
Spanish House a Success 
by Josiah Ahlgren 
In the past, Bates has been 
wary of instituting theme housing. 
Probably this reluctance has had a 
lot to do with the belief that such a 
practice is divisive to the commu¬ 
nity of the college. Recent events 
have shown 
that for many 
there are divid¬ 





many, the ben¬ 





arise from it. 
After nearly a 
year in exist¬ 
ence, Spanish 
House has pro¬ 
vided a veri¬ 
table litmus 
test for theme 
houses at 
Bates. 
In the eyes 
of many, the 
program has 
been a success. 
Proposals have 
now been accepted for theme 
houses for next year, which, in the 
parlance of beauraucracy loosely 
translates into "Spanish house 
seemed to work well... Let's see if 
any other theme houses will 
work." On top of the approval 
from- the the housing office, the 
concept has been greeted with 
praise both from the coordinator of 
the house and from its residents. 
According to the coordinator, Irene 
Fra, who came to the United States 
in September to fill the position, 
the house has been quite a success. 
The residents do indeed speak a 
fair amount of Spanish in the 
house. They have good access to 
help with work in their Spanish 
classes. Thesis writing Seniors 
have access to a Teaching Assistant 
who can read their work and pro¬ 
vide help and support. 
The benefits of Spanish house 
go beyond the realm of the class 
work. Residents who come from 
Spanish speaking countries have 
the opportunity to communicate in 
the language of their native lands, 
while those for whom Spanish is a 
second or third language have a 
chance to practice their language 
skills. Actual accounts as to the 
amount of Spanish spoken in the 
house vary from person to person. 
Some feel that there is simply not 
enough, but others say that Span¬ 
ish is spoken at least fifty percent 
of the time. The purpose of Span¬ 
ish house, however, goes beyond 
just speaking the language and 
having academic support. 
Ideally the house's residents 
would form a community which 
would complement the Bates com¬ 
munity at large while offering sup¬ 
port within that community. Un¬ 
fortunately, it seems that there is 
not as much time for the develop¬ 
ment of such a microcommunity. 
The students who live in Spanish 
house have the same workload as 
the rest of Bates students and this, 
in conjunction with participation 
within the larger Bates community, 
makes it difficult for full participa¬ 
tion in the House's activities. Still, 
the residents of the house do find 
time to watch movies in Spanish, 
some of which have been brought 
to the US by Irene Fra, and to carry 
on the normal relations of college 
housemates. The only difference, 
it seems, is that some of these rela¬ 
tionships occur in Spanish. 
Around the Bates campus, 
feelings about theme houses are 
mixed. Some feel that the institu¬ 
tion of theme houses in the absence 
of Fraternities and Sororeties is 
hypocritical. These students were 
not necessarily concerned with the 
lack of Fraternities or Sororities on 
campus, instead, they questioned 
whether or not the divisiveness as¬ 
sociated with such clubs would 





the opinion the 
an increase in 





changes in the 
social environ¬ 
ment of the 
School. He felt 
that just as 
schools which 
have Frat 
houses have a 
different party 
scene, so might 
Bates. He was 
not sure, how¬ 
ever, how he felt 
about this. 
People 
who are gener¬ 
ally in favor of 
theme houses tend to believe that 
they will not result in a more po¬ 
larized campus culture or in a 
more Frat-like social scene. Instead 
they feel that the houses will 
povide a place for people with 
similar interests to congregate, to 
live and to learn. Those respon¬ 
sible for the Community Service 
House proposal, for instance, feel 
that the house will be a center for 
social action. They imagine that it 
will provide an inclusive place 
where people can meet to talk 
about and act upon social issues. 
They plan for all house meetings 
to be open to people who are not 
necessarily in residence in the resi¬ 
dence. With this inclusivity, they 
hope to stimulate both social action 
and awareness at Bates. They also 
plan to publish a newsletter which 
addresses student concerns and 
provides a forum for student voice. 
While there exists mixed opin¬ 
ion about theme houses, Spanish 
house is considered by most to be 
a success. The future of theme 
houses, however, is uncertain. 
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All Power to the People: Graphics of 
the Black Panther Party ~~~~ 
J 
1966-1974 
Now in the Multicultural Center 
by Amanda Hinnant 
The Multicultural Center is now housing a dynamic and informative exhibit entitled "All Power to the 
People: Graphics of the Black Panther Party 1966-1974," collected by the Center for the Study of Political 
Graphics. The exhibit, to be featured for the remainder of February, offers a wide range of subject matter, 
imagery, and language; from a poster promoting the Black Panther Party free breakfast program for school 
children, to a warrant for the arrest of Richard Nixon; from a Dutch poster demanding Angela Davis' free¬ 
dom, to a poster decrying the injustices of the fascist Oakland pigs. 
Several artists contributed to the graphics of the Black Panthers. Emory Douglas, the Minister of Culture 
for the Black Panthers, visualized much of the party's ideology and used art to educate and provoke action. 
The graphics were the central means by which the party could disseminate ideas and images. Carol A. Wells, 
the executive director of the Center for the Study of Political Graphics, writes of the Panthers, "Their art is 
part of a long activist and art historical tradition of protest graphics. The Panther graphics are raw and 
aggressive. They are rarely exhibited, not because of a lack of aesthetic value, but because of their damning 
critique of capitalism and imperialism." 
One indication of the breadth of this show is the wealth of information found in a nook next to the 
fireplace on the second floor. This corner displays four enlarged photocopies regarding FBI counterintelli¬ 
gence operations against two prominent black power organizations, the Black Panthers and The United 
Slaves (U.S.). The FBI mandated the distribution of four bureau-drawn cartoons to key members of the 
Panthers depicting Ron (Maulana) Karenga, the head of the U.S., as a threat to the B.P.P. Tension between the 
two groups arose due to ideological differences; the Panthers were revolutionary internationalists focussed 
on class oppression and struggle while the U.S. were black cultural nationalists. To further exacerbate this 
tension, the FBI distributed the cartoons after a shoot-out at U.C.L.A. where Bunchy Carter and John Huggins, 
both Panthers, were murdered by members of the United Slaves. This small corner of thq exhibit includes 
two of these cartoons, as well as the FBI memoranda implementing their production. 
The information garnered from this small corner featuring the FBI operations exemplifies how this ex¬ 
hibit provides for a basic under¬ 
standing of the Black Panther 
Party. Copies of The Black Panther 
newspaper are dispersed about the 
walls, covering variegated issues 
such as: the Black Panther plat¬ 
form for the People's Free Health 
Center; a boycott on lettuce; Native 
American liberation; the Latino 
Seven; the genocidal sterilization 
of mothers; unemployment for 
black Vietnam Vets; and Huey 
Newton's offering of troops to Na¬ 
tional Liberating Forces in South 
Vietnam to fight American impe¬ 
rialism. The many headlines of 
The Black Panther show the 
party's attempt to unify a variety 
of revolutionary struggles in the 
United States and elsewhere. 
Multicultural Center Director 
Czerny Brasuell, urges students to 
view the exhibit. She says, "it's an 
important show. These graphics 
were created before most of the 
students were born, but the issues 
are not so removed from their time 
period, these are issues that we are 
still grappling with today. These 
are rare posters that are not likely 
to be viewed by students, unless 
they take the effort to see them 
now." To further indicate the vi¬ 
tality of this exhibit, Wells writes, 
"These graphics provide a critical 
tool for those who would write a 
more complete history of this pe¬ 
riod, its issues and its art. They 
remind us that our action can and 
must make a difference." 
Davis VRIJ! 
. . ; : . . 
; . , ■ 
Angela Davis Vrij! (the Netherlands) 1970's 
Cleaver for President D.W. Atkins 1968 Kidnapped Bobby Seale (Anonymous) 1969 





by Matt Ensner 
Last November the Bates En¬ 
vironmental Club was repre¬ 
sented by four member students 
at a conference sponsored by the 
Northern Forest Alliance and 
held in Andover, N.H.. The 
Northern Forest Alliance is a coa¬ 
lition of over 25 state and national 
conservation organizations who 
have combined efforts to try and 
preserve the 26 million acre 
Northern Forest from further de¬ 
velopment and degradation. This 
large land mass of woodlands, 
mountains, rivers, lakes, and 
streams that spreads across up¬ 
state New York, Vermont, New 
Hampshire, and Maine is cur¬ 
rently being clearcut, 
highgraded, and relentlessly 
sprayed with herbicides. The 
Northern Forest Alliance has 
adopted a three-pronged plan of 
attack: 1) Protect Wildland Areas, 
2) Establish Good Forestry Tech¬ 
niques, and 3) Strengthen Local 
Economies. 
The conference was very in¬ 
formative and uplifting in times 
that often disregard the state of 
the environment and misinter¬ 
pret the human role in it. The at¬ 
mosphere was very welcoming 
and the motivation for immedi¬ 
ate action very high. We made 
contacts with other college 
groups from Hamilton, Syracuse, 
St. Lawrence, and Middlebury as 
well as groups like the Appala¬ 
chian Mountain Club, Audubon 
Society, Student Environmental 
Action Coalition, Wilderness So¬ 
ciety, and the Sierra Club. The 
Northern Forest Alliance needs 
your help! If you are interested 
in getting involved in letter writ¬ 
ing and other basic grass roots 
activism contact mensner or 
gsundik by email. 
Presently the EC is working 
towards a "Green Week" during 
the second week of Short Term. 
There will be plenty of informa¬ 
tional tools for practical activism, 
one or two eco-speakers, and 
possibly a large eco-fair/festival. 
It should be a lot of fun, and we 
could really use some ideas and 
help. If anyone is interested con¬ 
tact mensner through email or 
come to one of our meetings Sun¬ 
days at 7pm in Skelton Lounge. 
"The clearest way into the uni¬ 
verse is through a forest wilder¬ 
ness." -John Muir 
The continued adventures of Emile 
Continued from Page 8 
will students turn to for the information that they 
need?" 
Students need not only the information itself, 
but the skills necessary for continual acquisition. 
In a world in which every department has their 
own mode of thought, can we imagine them hav¬ 
ing a common core of understanding? Can we 
imagine skills that formulate something more than 
the lens of a given discipline? 
Speaking specifically of her division of edu¬ 
cation, Brinkley said, "Always to me, the structure 
of the social sciences were there only to guide stu¬ 
dents ... but it didn't mean you shut down your 
mind." With a purely departmental interpretation 
of academia, people tend to ignore issues that tran¬ 
scend those boundary definitions. 
In Emile's travels on that fateful Wednesday, 
however, he also spoke to a funny-looking woman 
in the amazing technicolor dreamscarf. He learned 
even more views than he had 
learned before. 
Karma Foley '97, an anthropol¬ 
ogy major, feels that she has ac¬ 
quired what she cites as a key ele¬ 
ment of the liberal arts degree — 
real skills. She explains that through 
her time with the Anthropology 
department she has gained perspec¬ 
tive which allows her to search "not 
for truth but for alternative truths." 
She believes that Anthropology is 
possibly "the most self-reflexive so¬ 
cial science" and her study within 
the department here has helped her 
"to form [her] own opinions." She 
asserted that within the study of 
other cultures you may gain insight 
into how much power the scholar 
has "to manipulate work that is 
done." This realization of power 
that academic training can hold 
gives the student a tremendous tool 
to wield in the world outside of 
Bates. She frames her experience within this ethos 
of drawing circular connections. 
Ellen Daniels '97 echoed Foley's statements. 
Daniels asserted that the most important aspect of 
her anthropology major allowed her to "under¬ 
stand life in a broader sense," rather than prepara¬ 
tion for a professional career. "The major, most 
importantly, teaches you how to think. A lot of 
places that I want to work at would recognize, and 
grant esteem to, the critical thinking skills I've ac¬ 
quired." She feels that most other anthropology 
majors aren't going to continue studying anthro¬ 
pology in the traditional field work sense, and that 
she is one of the exceptions in that she will go on 
to graduate school for geography. Rather than pro¬ 
vide specific skills for specific jobs she feels that 
her major enables students to learn a methodologi¬ 
cal approach applicable to varied circumstances. 
Emile trips down the stairs on the library ter¬ 
race, and there on the arcade is an astrologer's con¬ 
vention. They're discussing the future of their de¬ 
partment, and its relationship to other depart¬ 
ments. Emile is just fascinated. He just listens. This 
is what he has come to college for! 
As he listens to prognostications about the fu¬ 
ture, Emile also realizes that college has changed 
much in the past. For example, a recent study by 
the University of California-Los Angeles reveals 
that whereas in 1996 82% of college students said 
it was "essential" or "very important" to "develop 
a meaningful philosophy of life", that goal is now 
only accepted by 42% of entering freshmen. On 
the other hand, over the same period the number 
of students considering "to be very well off finan¬ 
cially" to be a very important or essential goal has 
risen from around 44% to 74%. [The survey was 
taken over a sample of 9 million students and 30 
years] As Emile learns more about education, he 
will have to decide what is he has come here 
for. He thinks about what the significance of 
changing directions might have upon his col¬ 
lege environment. 
Some might say that though over time ideas 
about education, and what constitutes its core, 
have changed, at essence, the fields of inquiry, 
who we are, and what sort of world we live in, 
remain the same. And there is some basis to see 
connection between the various fields. Of dis¬ 
ciplines such as class theory, political science, 
economics, and sociology, Brinkley says, "We 
each took different sentences and different para¬ 
graphs from the same people." Though these 
ideas may have been adapted for specific usage, 
they retain the origin of their initial unitary con¬ 
ception. "Rousseau is in the classical theory for 
each of these schools. Max Weber is in the clas¬ 
sical theory for each of these schools," said 
Brinkley. 
The sociology department is currently re¬ 
structuring its curriculum in recognition of this 
cross-departmental applicability of subject mat¬ 
ter. According to Brinkley, "Bates has much in 
the curriculum that is beneficial to sociology." 
Revising the major and will add a secondary 
concentration [style] major itself. It will have a 
"The last person they want to 
meet is someone who, freed 
from the constraints of 
expertise, has sailed around 
the world." 
"core set of requirements, and then ask students 
to choose from among various specialties [such 
as] a general sociology major, criminology, gen¬ 
der, race and class, research analysis and public 
policy, social movements and social change, so¬ 
ciology of culture (including possible courses in 
music, rhetoric and art)" to allow for a more in¬ 
terdisciplinary approach. A new set of major re¬ 
quirements, under discussion and tentatively 
approved, is concerned with "things that affect 
us today— social issues, gender, race, education, 
states sociology major Dawn Bilodeau '97. She 
believes that the slant of the department has 
been oriented toward pre-professional work and 
its new approach makes an attempt to create 
common threads between itself and other de¬ 
partments. Another senior sociology major, 
Charles Dilks, feels that his experience in the de¬ 
partment "has been heavily influenced by the 
politics of the department." While he feels that 
his sociology education has been "positive in 
many respects," he continues that "a lot of what 
[he] might have learned has been hindered" by 
the aforementioned politics. He sees it as ironic 
that much of the departmental strife could be rem¬ 
edied if they took to heart the principles which 
are dealt with in the classes. 
After a long day of work, Emile retires to read 
a book, one by some guy named J. Ralston Saul, 
who is concerned about the overspecialization of 
academia. It says, "The new specialized termi¬ 
nology amounts to a serious attack on language 
as a tool of common understanding. Certainly 
today, the walls between the boxes of expertise 
continue to grow thicker. The dialects of politi¬ 
cal science and sociology, for example, are increas¬ 
ingly incomprehensible to each other, even 
though they are examining identical areas. It is 
doubtful whether they have any separate exist¬ 
ence one from the other. In fact, it is doubtful 
whether either of them exists at all as a real sub¬ 
ject of expertise. However, they have 
occupied traditional areas of popular 
concern and set about walling off these 
areas from each other and, of course, 
from the public. The wall between 
these two false sciences and that of the 
economics is thicker still. The archi¬ 
tect and the art historian each uses a 
dialect so distant from each other, to 
say nothing of the economist, not by a 
dialectical difference but by different 
languages. And yet St. Peter's was 
build by painters. 
"The expert ... claims that his 
expanded language has paralleled an 
expanded understanding in his area. 
But this understanding is limited pre¬ 
cisely to fellow experts in his area. Ten 
geographers who think the world is 
flat will tend to reinforce each other's 
errors. If they have a private dialect 
in which to do this, it becomes impos¬ 
sible for outsiders to disagree with 
them. Only a sailor can set them 
straight. The last person they want to meet is 
someone who, freed from the constraints of ex¬ 
pertise, has sailed around the world." 
"Hmmm..." Emile says. "Those are some 
things that I'll have to think about. But since Saul 
himself might be considered an expert, I better 
not just take his word for it. I'll have to find out 
some of this stuff myself." 
And Emile, much enlightened after a 
Wednesday of liberal arts education, thinks to 
himself about the institution as a whole: In our 
modern consumer-oriented economy, many tra¬ 
ditional educational ideals have become amal¬ 
gamated with the general commodification of 
culture. We are faced with seemingly irreconcil¬ 
able differences between the specialization asso¬ 
ciated with professional development and the Re¬ 
naissance ideal of the learned citizen which still 
dictates the mission statements of liberal educa¬ 
tional institutions. Issues such as increasing over¬ 
population, radical national and ethnic 
consciousnesses, a massive trend towards 
corporatization, and a widening discrepancy in 
the distribution of wealth, will test the relevance 
of this Liberal Arts education in newly trying 
times. According to some, a liberal arts educa¬ 
tion has as much importance in today's world as 
ever before. In defense of such a view, Loring 
Danforth posited that, because a liberal arts edu¬ 
cation prepares students to think critically and 
because it encourages an increased understand¬ 
ing of cultures, it is very relevant to the real world, 
even if the relevance is not immediately appar¬ 
ent. 
"Hmmm..." Emile says. "Maybe I'm learn¬ 
ing something." 
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Profiles in Bates radio: Gerardo joven 
by Sara Milstein 
My first contact with 
Gerardo Joven, '99, was back in Oc¬ 
tober of last year. My neighbor 
Chris Cooper, '99, had already been 
putting up Gerardo quotes on his 
message board for a few weeks at 
that point. 
If you do not know 
Gerardo, you may need to seek him 
out in order to 
understand 
the humor in 
his quotes. If 
you are hesi¬ 
tant to seek 
him out, Coop 
has created a 
web page 







of Gerardo in 
addition to in- 
formation 
about the man 
himself. 
At any rate, I told my 
neighbors that I was madly in love 
with Gerardo and they proceeded 
to tell him and all of their friends. 
For weeks I was known as "the girl 
who was in love with G." It was 
only much later that I finally talked 
to Gerardo and discovered that he 
truly is a nice guy. And modest too! 
So modest that he refused to show 
up for this interview. You may be 
thinking (as I was), how is Sara 
going to write a page and a half, 
single-spaced, about a person she 
spoke to in a Security van for fif¬ 
teen minutes? To be honest, I am 
still wondering the same thing. 
However, my lovely neighbors 
Coop and John graciously offered 
me some insight into Gerardo's 
character. Perhaps it is better this 
way, I rea¬ 
soned, for as 
Coop warned 
me when I 
thought I 
would be in¬ 
terviewing 
Gerardo, "any 
story G tells 








which airs on 
Sundays from 
12-2 PM. He speaks in both En¬ 
glish and Spanish, and plays pri¬ 
marily Latin/Spanish music. Call- 
ers-in are rare, although at the be¬ 
ginning of the year there was an in¬ 
dividual who called up 5-6 times 
per show, begging to hear the 
Ghostbusters theme song. Joven 
refused to play it. 
Aside from his radio 
show, Gerardo is also involved in 
Coop [Chris Cooper 
'991 has created a 





Gerardo in addition 
to information about 
the man himself 
community activism and educa¬ 
tion concerning HTV transmission. 
His friends couldn't offer much 
specific information regarding this 
subject, however, due to his ex¬ 
treme modesty. According to John 
Connors, '99, "he's almost embar¬ 
rassed to speak about his activ¬ 
ism." For example, Gerardo re¬ 
cently attended a week-long con¬ 
ference in Washington, D.C. 
through the AmeriCorps program. 
(AmeriCorps is essentially a do¬ 
mestic version of the PeaceCorps.) 
When his friends asked him about 
the conference (at which he met 
former-Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher and was scheduled to 
meet the President), he merely al¬ 
luded to the incompetence of the 
tour guides. 
Tamara Bucknell-Pogue, 
'99, another friend of Gerardo's, 
decided to reenact the interview for 
me since I was starting to look wor¬ 
ried. 
"This is what would have 
happened," she assured me. "You 
would have sat him down and 
started asking questions. He 
would have said, 'What the f—?' 
Continued on Page 20 
WRBC DJ Gerardo Joven spins records Sundays from 12-2 p.m. for "Hora Latina," his Spanish and 
English radio show. 
Amanda Hinnant photo 
Velveeta: cheese is the bees1 knees 
by Jeremy Villano 
What spells creamy, salty, 
goopy goodness? Velveeta. At 
least it did the last time I actually 
ate anything even remotely resem¬ 
bling Velveeta in 1987 when I was 
twelve years old (yes, my memory 
is that good). 
It is therefore only the 
most obscene irony and the bless¬ 
ing of the Graces that the latest 
campus band, specializing in 80's 
covers, is named after our pasty 
yellow friend. Velveeta (band 
motto: "We are a Tangy Medley of 
Cheese") isn't actually a band at all, 
but two guys, Max Dawson '98 and 
Basil Kolani '98, playing well- 
known cheesy music, often with 
the help of volunteers from the au¬ 
dience. 
When these two fellows 
play, however, they play covers. 
Not just any covers, mind you. 
They mostly strum songs from the 
80's; songs you gyrated to while 
wearing your acidwash jeans (with 
holes, the bigger the better) and "G 
'n R" t-shirt, complimented by 
eight inches of teased hair (feath¬ 
ered for the guys). 
So far the group has 
played only twice. Velveeta's first 
show was held in the Page Hall 
lounge in front of a packed, very 
sweaty, and unsuspecting coffee¬ 
house. Next thing you knew, you 
were in a room full of people sing¬ 
ing along to Poison's "Every Rose 
Has Its Thorn" and Guns 'n Roses' 
"Patience." Does the hollow mu¬ 
sic of the 1980's have any power 
over Generation X? Oh boy. When 
Dawson and Kolani were unable 
to hit the vocal high notes in "Pa¬ 
tience," a member of the crowd 
stepped up to the challenge. 
(Though he did kinda suck, it was 
great to watch.) 
Velveeta's second concert 
was at the Student Health Link- 
sponsored party in the Silo this 
past weekend, opening for Groove 
Tonic, with two additional female 
members of the band, Emily Cause 
'97 and Andrea Bell '97. This per¬ 
formance featured "Here Comes 
the Rain Again" by the Euryth- 
mics, and "Eternal Flame" by the 
Bangles, and. nearly topped their 
first show. (FYI, a Bangle is a brace¬ 
let without a clasp. How do I 
know? Rob Bob Kaplan told me 
once, himself evidence of both the 
good and bad of the 1980's.) The 
power of the moment got to the 
crowd again as several people 
stepped up to the mics, and Groove 
Tonic jumped in for a quick 1980's 
jam session with Velveeta to 
"Livin' on a Prayer" by Bon Jovi. 
(Another FYI: Jon Bon Jovi's son is 
named Jesse James. Considering 
Continued on Page 20 
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Tuesday, Feb. 25 
Noonday Concert Series: Performers TBA. Olin Arts 
Center Concert Hall, 12:30 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 28 
Concert: Ardith Keef, bassoon; Michelle Vigneau, oboe; 
and Mark Howard, ’75, piano, will perform. Olin Arts 
Center Concert Hall, 8 p.m. 
Saturday, March 1 
Concert: Jazz artist James Carter will perform in the 
Chapel at 8 p.m. 
Sunday, March 2 
Senior Thesis Recital: Lisa Weinshenker, ’97, on oboe. 
Olin Arts Center Concert Hall, 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 4 
Noonday Concert Series: Performers TBA. Olin Arts 
Center Concert Hall, 12:30 p.m. 
Thursday, March 6 
Play: "Romeo v. Juliet," by William Shakespeare, will be 
performed Thursday, Friday, and Saturday at 8 p.m. and 
Sunday, March 9 at 2 p.m. Admission: $6/$3. Schaeffer 
Theatre. 
Saturday, March 8 
Senior Thesis Recital: Erin Matlack, ’97, soprano. Olin 
Arts Center Concert Hall, 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 11 
Noonday Concert Series: performers TBA. Olin Arts 
Center Concert Hall, 12:30 p.m. 
Cheez biz is wicked goop 
Continued from Page 19 
how many songs include Jon 
claiming "I'm a cowboy," that's just 
plain weird.) 
I asked the member of the 
audience closest to me, a qualified 
expert on pop music and my girl¬ 
friend, what she thought of the per¬ 
formance. Her perplexing re¬ 
sponse was, "Basil looked like he 
really wanted to drink a 
Mudslide." Got me. When I con¬ 
fronted Kolani about his perfor¬ 
mance he explained, "I would have 
played better if I could drink 
Starbucks coffee every morning. 
The fucking Bates Student ruined 
it for all of us." Actually, he didn't 
say that at the concert, but he did 
say something similar a few 
weeks earlier. 
Max Dawson did make 
this comment: "What’s up with 
this whole class colors thing? The 
only time classes even see their 
colors is on their facebook. I sure 
do feel sorry for the class of 1997 
--diarrhea brown. Gross." True 
enough. Disclaimer: Most of 
this article is inaccurate. 
Gerardo: a man of few words 
Continued from Page 19 
You would have then said, 'C'mon 
Gerardo, I really need an answer.' 
He would have asked why. You 
would reply, 'Because it's an inter¬ 
view and I have to do this.' He 
would then have said, 'I have to go 
now.'" 
This reassured me that 
perhaps secondhand information 
was more valuable than hearing it 
straight from the horse's mouth, in 
certain cases. How else would I 
have found out that Gerardo's goal 
is to be the mayor of Lewiston. 
(However, it is unclear whether this 
is actually his friends' ambition or 
his own.) 
Coop had an interesting 
Gerardo anecdote to share with me. 
He was walking to Taco Bell one 
day with two friends, Roger and 
Michelle. They were outside of the 
Rainbow Federal Credit Union on 
Main Street when they saw Gerardo 
headed down the street in one of 
the vans from Bates Security. They 
started waving and Gerardo 
honked at them and pulled over. 
He agreed to take them to Taco Bell. 
However, as Gerardo pulled away 
from the curb, somehow, ("I don't 
understand the physics of this," 
said Coop), he smashed the van 
into a fire hydrant, tearing a five 
inch hole in the side of the van. 
Coop was crouched in a fetal posi¬ 
tion in the front seat of the vehicle 
the whole time, laughing hysteri¬ 
cally, while a female passerby 
banged on the windshield shout¬ 
ing at him, "It's not funny! It's not 
funny!" (This has nothing to do 
with Gerardo but it makes the 
story.) 
Finally, I will close by re¬ 
counting a clip from the recent 
homemade movie Attack of the 
Killer Spoon-People, starring of 
course, Gerardo. In one riveting 
scene, Joven and Connors are fac¬ 
ing each other in a gun battle. Here 
are the exact lines from the new 
thriller: 
Gerardo: I come in peace. 
John: Peace? We know no peace. 
We are the spoons! 
Gerardo (grinning): You think I give 
af—? 
John: I give a f—. 
Gerardo: I don't want to, but if you 
are gonna make me, I'm gonna 
have to continue to! 
As I was just wrapping up 
the ill-fated 'interview,' Gerardo 
strolled into my room. Remarkably, 
he seemed angry with me. Never¬ 
theless, he insisted on getting in the 
last word, and I consented. After 
all, it was supposed to be an article 
about him. 
"I woulda wished I was on 
time to do this interview," he stated, 
doing his best to apologize. "I was 
in Augusta. My bad. Please, listen 
to my show." 
I couldn't have said it bet¬ 
ter myself. 
A Valentine's Day Story 
by Pablo Colon 
The year was 1957. I was in the spring of my life, and love 
was in the air. I was job-hunting in Manhattan near Central 
Park. A brief April shower had freshened the atmosphere with 
a fragrant breeze that swept through the park. As I stood 
there waiting for the light to change, I happened to glance 
over to my side and there before me stood a Spanish angel! 
The first flower of Spring; Maria from "West Side Story." We 
exchanged that certain smile lovers and poets know so well; 
our body language radiant with boundless elation, I submerged 
myself in the sable pools of her eyes. The moment was 
tempered by a silent eloquence. Then, like a needle bursting 
a blown balloon, the light changed, and the maddening crowd 
surged forward, ushering me across the street. The “Rose 
from Spanish Harlem ” disappeared. / returned several times 
to that spot, but to no avail. That magic moment lives on in 
this incurable romantic’s heart. In the autumn of my life, I 
cherish the memories of beautiful fleeting moments. 
Fleeting Moments 
The splendor of it all fleeting glances, mistaken chances - 
as curious eyes tear down your defences, with a disarming smile, 
that invites you to linger awhile. 
Boundless elation tempered hy a silent eloquence, as this magic 
moment will hetray, you remain amazed hy this subtle wonder - 
and yield what time takes away. 
Pahlo Coldn 
Matt Bromley graphics 
Women's Hockey Drops 
Close Game 
As the period was winding down, 
both teams began to pour on more 
effort. In a remarkable drive, 
Arnold raced down the rink and 
slapped the puck into the goal, but 
Winslow came back after twenty 
seconds with a goal of their own 
putting the score at 2-1 at the end 
of the second period. 
Despite the Bobcats fierce de¬ 
termination, lady luck proved to be 
on Winslow's side in the third pe¬ 
riod. The period began badly for 
Bates when Arnold was sent to the 
penalty box for checking, and from 
then on the situation worsened. 
Bates' defense put on an extraordi¬ 
nary demonstration, but Winslow's 
offense forced the puck in even 
with the skilled Bates goaltending 
by Cil "Bad-Ass" '99. Shortly after 
Winslow scored, another drive to 
the Bates goal resulted in yet an¬ 
other goal for Winslow. The Bob¬ 
cats' offense came surging back 
during the last half of the third pe¬ 
riod, with a total of sixteen shots 
on Winslow's goal, but due to ef¬ 
fective goaltending no goals were 
scored. Thus, the game finished 
with Winslow on top 3-2. 
Two Wins 
by Cam Donaldson 
Men's ice hockey put together a nice pair of wins last weekend with a 5-1 victory at Daniel Webster and a 
7-4 triumph against Wheaton. With only two games left in the season, these back-to- back wins have everyone 
looking towards next year, which will be Bates' first ever in an official hockey league. 
"It's nice to have two wins like that near the end of the season," said Captain Paul Nemetz- Carlson '98. 
"We've been struggling a little bit, but last weekend we showed that we're back into it and ready for next year." 
Bates' record stands at 7-5-1, which, while it doesn't jump out at you, is certainly not an eyesore. Losing 
only six games in the past two seasons, expectations were high coming into the opening game, and this year's 
schedule was not easy on the defending Pellerin Cup champions. They looked disheveled and uninterested on 
opening day at Underhill Arena, getting squashed by the UNH Ragin' Moose in front of the whole school. 
Clearly, these Bobcats didn't have the talent or the numbers that have been seen in recent years. 
However, with some dogged recruiting work by Nemetz-Carlson, the team experienced a virtual face-lift 
in the next few months. The revolving door to the Bates locker room saw numerous players from all corners of 
campus come and go. Last weekend, it finally looked as though the lineup might stick. 
"After having such a high turnover, I think people are finally starting to come together," said Nemetz- 
Carlson. 
Nemetz-Carlson scored half of Bates' goals over the weekend, but he is quick to point out that his team¬ 
mates have been instrumental in the team's recent success. Andy Carlson '00, who has been the Bobcats' most 
consistent source of firepower all season long, had three goals and one assist over the weekend. Speedy Jason 
Perkins '97 found the back of the net and added a helper against Wheaton. In addition, Bates got solid play 
between the pipes in both games from Gavin King '97 and Dave Argereow '99. 
"The last few games have been really fun, man," quipped Justin Scheck '00. "We're just having a good time 
out there." 
Scheck's definition of "having a good time" includes running the goaltender, yapping at the biggest player 
on the other team and inventing new uses for a five-foot-long lumber shaft. Game after game, he draws more 
penalties from the opposition and gets more bruises than anyone else on the team. Scheck is one of many 
players on the Bates roster that rarely show up on the scoresheet but contribute in many less tangible ways. 
Kyle King '99 has been a vital component of the power play, at times controlling the pace of the game as he 
steers the puck around defenders and sets up a play. New found talent Ted Martin '00 has been eating his meat 
Continued on Page 22 
by Brian Canepa 
Saturday afternoon saw the 
Women's Hockey team suffer a dis¬ 
appointing loss to Winslow. The 
Bobcats got off to an incredible 
start when Helen Dalgleish '97 
scored with Susie Arnold '99 assist¬ 
ing after only 24 seconds had 
passed in the first period. Even 
though Bates' offense was pushing 
strong throughout the remainder 
of the first period, Winslow's de¬ 
fense tightened and there were no 
more goals scored. The Bobcats 
had taken the initiative, though, as 
the shots on goal read twelve for 
Bates and only five for Winslow. 
The second period saw an im¬ 
provement in Winslow's offensive 
game, but Bates' defense headed by 
Kim Holzer '00, Lauren Lochner 
'00, and Monet Francini '98 held 
their ground through most of the 
second period. There were several 
close scoring opportunities during 
the first part of the period with one 
such case when Holzer broke past 
several Winslow defenders and 
managed to fire a solid shot, but 
was just a hair wide of the mark. 
Two players battle against the boards Amanda Hinnant photo 
Men's Hockey Racks Up 
Tommy Moe Eat 
Your Heart Out 
by Josh Popichak 
I admit that when first told I would be writing an article for this 
week's Sports section, I felt a little uneasy (I still do, in fact). I myself 
am not an athlete, and although I enjoy most spectator sports as much 
as the next person, I have never really followed them with the passion 
that true fans do. I am not a sports "nut." I am not even a sports 
pretzel. Aside from the endless number of high school football games 
I attended while a member of the Liberty High School Grenadier 
Marching Band (most of them played in subfreezing temperatures), 
and some NCAA Division III women's basketball tourneys held at a 
small college near my home, I've managed to avoid live-action sports 
for most of my life. 
If I'm correct, the only professional sporting event I've ever at¬ 
tended was a Mets game back in 1986 - a present from my parents for 
my ninth birthday. I can't recall much of the game, although I'm pretty 
sure the Mets kicked some serious butt. The only incident from that 
night which truly sticks out in my mind is my spilling a full bag of 
Reese's pieces™ on Shea Stadium's filthy floor, a tragedy from which 
I've never fully recovered. I still can't go near baseball stadiums. 
At any rate, I think I've made it pretty obvious by this point that a 
sports person, I am not. Don't get me wrong, though; I think sports 
are fantabulous, and I have no fear of them, in and of themselves. (I 
am naturally referring here to sports on TV, not sports in which I my- . 
self am a participant, in which case the list would probably stretch all 
■ the way from Merrill Gym to Fenway Park.) It's just that long ago I 
concluded that, aside from the occasional ping-pong match or game 
of tetherball, I would never become involved in any type of sport, full 
stop. 1 was content to live my life in sedentary bliss, an unabashedly 
unathletic curmudgeon. 
Then, this year, something momentous happened, an event which 
forever changed my outlook on sports and those who play them (and 
I'm not referring to tire Superbowl). Yes, the year 1997 will be remem¬ 
bered as the year I finally hit upon an activity I really enjoy, which I 
think can accurately be classified as at least semi-athletic: skiing! 
Before explaining exactly how this came about, 1 should remark 
that when I first came to Maine, I assumed I would learn how to ski. 
After all, it was Maine, and I was but a naive freshman. (Oh so naive.) 
I assumed that come December 1 (or thereabouts) the "fair" city of 
Lewiston's neo-grunge look would be transformed into that of some 
kind of skier's nirvana. In my head, I saw streets lined with skis, pine 
trees suddenly sprouting ski boots, and ordinary fences replaced with 
fences made out of recycled ski poles. (I apparently had a very vivid 
imagination at this time.) 
Anyway, the connection between skiing and college in Maine 
seemed only natural to a kid who didn't know that much about the 
region in which he would be spending the next four years of his life, 
and apparently, to 16fe of other folks, too. Usually when I told people 
back home that I would be attending college in Lewiston, the first 
words out of their mouths involved either the word "skiing” or the 
words "Bates - never heard of it" (and On rare occasions, both). 
But, sadly, the 1995-96 school year came and went without Josh 
even coming close to a ski slope, or anything that remotely resembles 
a ski slope, namely, Mt. David. Instead of skiing myself, I had to re¬ 
sign myself to listening in on the conversations of real ski enthusiasts 
from the Bates Outing Club while waiting in line at Commons. (Pretty 
pathetic, huh?) •> 
Happily, 1996-97 would prove to be quite different with regard to 
skiing. It is really at this juncture that my quest for alpine glory be¬ 
comes truly inspirational. (So if you've read this far, don't put the 
paper down now. It's even better than the Dan Jantzen story -1 prom¬ 
ise.) In early January, I set out to prove to myself, and the world, that 
skiers are made, not bom. 
What, you might ask, was the impetus for this decision? Well, 
you MIGHT ask this, but do me a favor, and please don't. The answer 
is just too long and complex and not necessary to my story. (If this 
angers you, write a letter to the Editor. Address it to blah blah blah...) 
For now, it is suffice to say that when it comes to learning a sport like 
skiing, the secret is truly in the people you know. It's simply not the 
kind of sport one leams on one's own, although now that I Bunk about 
Continued on Page 23 
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W L % Streak 
14 3 .824 LI 
4 13 .235 L3 
13 5 .722 W1 
17 2 .895 W6 
14 4 .778 W2 
10 8 .556 LI 
6 11 .353 L7 
10 7 .558 W1 
12 3 .800 W6 
6 11 .352 L5 













W L % Streak 
12 7 .632 LI 
15 3 .833 W3 
14 4 .778 W10 
13 5 .722 W1 
11 6 .647 W2 
7 12 .368 LI 
14 4 .778 W1 
12 3 .800 LI 
6 10 .375 W1 
1 13 .071 L10 
14 4 .778 W7 
Scaring Leaders 
Jamal Wilson, Amherst 22.7 
Matt Garvey, Bates 22.1 
J ohn Mulfinger, Trinity 21.1 
Mike Nogelo, Williams 21.0 
Mike Shantz, Hamilton 20.2 
Scoring Leaders 
Kathleen Higgins, Wiliams 19.9 
Dana Curran, Conn. College 17.9 
Sarah Bonkovsky, Bates 17.1 
Erin Cole-Karagory, Colby 16.9 
Christina Hobson, Bowdoin 16.7 
A.T. Taylor, Bates 14.9 
NCAA Division III Women's Basketball 
Northeast Division 
1. Clark (Mass.) 17-3 
2. Salem St. (Mass.) 16-2 
3. Western Conn. St. 17-2 
4. Southern Maine 17-3 
5. Bates 15-3 
6. Bowdoin 14-4 
7. Springfield (Mass.) 14-5 
8. Trinity (Conn.) 12-3 
9. Colby 13-5 
10. Middlebury (Vt.) 14-4 
Bobcats Defeat Hockey ill NECHA 
Bantams 
by Petra Slezak 
Women's basketball crushed 
the Trinity Bantams in Saturday's 
home game. With a final score of 
99-73, this win racks up their 
season's record to an impressive 15- 
3. 
The Bobcats team effort was 
clearly the underlying factor in 
their victory. Senior Sarah 
Bonkovsky scored a total of 24 
points in the game, and close be¬ 
hind were First Years Emily King 
with 22 points and Jolene Thurston 
with 16. Sophmore Amy Taylor 
scored 13 points. Thurston was 
also the leader in rebounds, fol¬ 
lowed by King and Bonkovsky. 
Despite the relative youth of the 
team, it certainly does not hinder 
the team's success and perfor¬ 
mance. 
The game started out very ag¬ 
gressively on behalf of both the 
teams. Offensive play kept jump¬ 
ing back and forth between the 
Bobcats and the Bantams in the 
beginning of the first half. Al¬ 
though Bates faced a very strong 
opponent, they were, nevertheless, 
quicker. Eventually they finished 
with an eighteen point lead after 
the first half, with a midway score 
of 48-30. 
The 'Cats were fired up at the 
start of the second half. Bates 
worked extremely well together 
passing and rebounding, and they 
were able to round up an amazing 
35 point lead. Soon Trinity started 
catching up, but the gap that Bates 
had established early on was 
enough of a cushioning to support 
the Bobcats to the end. Unfortu¬ 
nately the women did not make it 
to triple digits, but came very close 
with Melissa Lapointe's, '00, accu¬ 
racy at the foul line, resulting in the 
'Cats 99-71 triumph. 
Continued from Page 21 
and potatoes, as evidenced by his diligent checking and consistent effort. 
On defense, Ryan MacDonald '98 put the fear of God into opponents 
with his patented locomotive body checks, but he has recently gone abroad 
and been replaced by offensive-minded Ian McMillan '00. Dan Peterson 
'00 proved to be the anchor of the defensive corps at Daniel Webster, 
scoring a goal on a laser from the point and uncorking a couple of get- 
the-smelling-salts hits. 
"At this point in the season we are really motivated and it shows in 
the way we’re playing," said Argereow. "We're a lot smarter now and 
we’re not taking the same kind of penalties that we were early in the 
season. We are definitely looking forward to next season." 
Next year, Bates is expected to become a member of the New En- 
gland College 
i/rrn i . r Hockey Association 
The last few games have been (nechaj. The 
really fun, man.. We're just 'Cats have Played a 
having a good time out there! games with teams 
° from this league 
Justin Scheck '00 over the course of 
the season, laying 
the foundation for 
strong rivalries with UNH, MIT and WPI. Next season Bates is expecting 
to be even more competitive with the likes of Bryant, Southern Connecti¬ 
cut State and Hofstra, all members of the NECHA. The 'Cats will miss 
the services of Gavin King, Dave Warn '97 and Perkins, but the extended 
forecast for 1997-98 is optimistic. With only three players graduating, the 
team's talent base is decidedly young. In addition, Ryan Sahr '98, Alan 
Reed '98 and MacDonald will all be returning from hiatus. 
"We are really looking forward to joining the NECHA," said Coach 
Jamie Bourgoine. "We’re going to be dependent on a lot of up-and-com¬ 
ing players, but we should have a good showing against the league next 
year. If this kind of fan support keeps up, we'll have some exciting games 
at Underhill. We get a lot more support from our fans than any of the 
schools that we play against. The enthusiasm for hockey is definitely here." 
In late action this week, the women hoopsters 
held off Bowdoin 70-67 led by Jolene 
Thurston's 21 points and 12 rebounds...In the 
men's game, the Bobcats fell to the Polar Bears 
in spite fo Matt Garvey's 24 points...In swim¬ 
ming news, the men recorded their first ever 
win over Bowdoin 123-118. The women's team 
was not as fortunate as they dropped a 125-111 
decision. 
Men's Hoops Suffers 
Disappointing Loss 
Matt Garvey, playing like a man possessed Patrick Serengulian photo 
by Rick Brown 
Alumni Gym played host to a hard fought men's basketball game 
February 8th, when Trinity (10-7) edged Bates (4-13), 84-80. There was 
no lead larger than seven points the whole game and none larger than 
four in the final ten minutes of the game. The game was tied at 80-80 
with less than 15 seconds to go when Trinity took advantage of four foul 
shots, their only foul shots of the second half, to win. Matt Garvey, '97, 
led the way for the Bobcats, with 34 points and 4 assists. 
Bates was able to make some runs in the first half, but were never 
able to stop Trinity's retaliation back as they kept the game close. A long 
range three pointer delivered by Garvey with just under a minute to go 
in the first half put the Bobcats up 39-34. The Bantams were not done as 
they scored five unanswered points to tie the game up at halftime 39-39. 
Bates again jumped out with the lead in the second half and held it 
until the six minute mark of the game. Trinity took their first lead of the 
game at 71-70. Bates never saw the lead again after a questionable offen¬ 
sive foul on Garvey that led to a Trinity clutch three pointer to put them 
up 78-76. Two free throws by Jesse Strandberg, '97, tied the game up. 
The Bantam's John Mulfinger then took the game into his hands. 
Mulfinger hit a shot to put Trinity up 80-78. Strandberg was fouled again 
and hit both his foul shots to tie the game up again as he finished with 17 
points and a team high of 8 rebounds. Mulfinger was fouled with 13.2 
seconds to go and hit both his shots to put Trinity up 82-80. After a Garvey 
shot fell short, Mulfinger again was fouled. He went to the line to hit 
both shots and finish with 31 points and secure the win for the Bantams. 
Both Ryan Emerson, '00, and Jesse Lynch, '00, hit two three pointers 
to finish with 7 and 6 points respectively. Tim Sargent, '98, came off the 
bench to add some strong play and 8 points. Bates finished the game at 
37% from the field as a team and 39% from three-point land. 
EXTRA INCOME FOR'96 
Earn $500 - $ 1000 weekly stuffing 
envelopes. For details - RUSH $ 1.00 
with SASE toi group 
6547 N Academy Blvd.Dept. N 
Colorado Springs, Co. 80918 
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Foiled for the 
by Keri Fox 
Last Time Men's Track State of 
Maine Champs 
Not too long ago, I was sitting in class, participating in a discussion about some book or some movie or 
something. Most of it was over my head until I heard someone say, "...and he does a little fencing on the side." 
I woke up at this, and, not even bothering to raise my hand, blurted out, "I didn't know he fenced. What kind 
of weapon does he use?" 
At the resultant blank and quizzical stares I received, that little gal inside my head kicked me and said, "D- 
oh! Not that kind of fencing!" At that moment, I realized that I spend too much of my time around fencers and 
quoting Inigo Montoya (as in, "Hello, my name is Inigo Montoya. You killed my father, prepare to die."). 
People tend to be surprised when I told them I fenced. They may commit the same sort of faux pas I 
mentioned earlier (except in this case they run to call "COPS" in hopes of reward money), or they may just look 
at you so strange that you can see the fencing stereotypes run through their mind: weird, crazy, likes to kill 
things, knows all of the lines to Star Wars and the Princess Bride, wears only black (except when fencing), 
antisocial. This is true, for some people, some of the time. 
What this surprised person doesn't see in a fencer is dedication, grace, independence, knowing most of the 
lines to the Simpson's, and creativity. Again, not every fencer embodies these qualities, but a lot do. 
Fencing at Bates has grown over the three years I have been here. My first year, the women's team was tiny, 
there was no coach, and half of the bouts resulted in yellow cards from broken weapons. 
My second year (the one I actually fenced), there was often a full women's team, there was a bit of an 
attitude/commitment shift in intensity and drive as the competition circuit got under way and we got our first 
coach, John Krauss, who instructed in all three weapons - epee, foil, and saber. 
This year, my third year, even greater things are happening, even though I'm not fencing anymore. There's 
a second coach, who goes by the name Paul, whose specialty is epee, a large number of first year's have joined, 
and slowly, the Bates Fencing Team is convincing this school, and the rest of the NESCAC that, yes, fencing is a 
"real" sport and Bates fencers are "real athletes" who can pierce some serious butt. 
"We have been working really hard this semester but the fencing team doesn't exactly have the best repu¬ 
tation on campus and is often not taken very seriously as a sport," said Heather Gill, '99, who has been fencing 
for eight years and is a Nationals qualifier in foil. 
Gill and the rest of the foil, epee, and saber teams are working hard to both improve their fencing skills, and 
the reputation of a sport that tends to be viewed as a bunch of crazy people jumping around with swords 
(Weapons! They're called weapons!). 
"With the addition of our 
coach, as of last year, and a new- 
and-Trnproved higher intensity 
training schedule, we are beginning 
to move from our 'building years' 
to a solid competitive team," re¬ 
marked Gill on the progress of the 
team. 
"It was something I was inter¬ 
ested in trying. It was something 
different that sounded like a lot of 
fun and it certainly has been. I've 
found fencing requires more exer¬ 
cise than I expected and requires a 
lot of thinking and strategy. It's a 
great sport," said Christine Sugrue, 
'00. 
In particular, the women's team 
has been on the rise, having been in 
the collegiate league only for the 
past two years. This past weekend 
the women's team traveled to Uni¬ 
versity of Massachusetts, Amherst, to compete against Boston University, Boston College, Brown, Tufts, and 
UMass. 
The women's team competed against all of the schools during one day of fencing. "It was long and tiring 
but we did very well. We are a fairly new team, with a new coach, but have gained much respect from both 
other directors and coaches in the league in the past two years," commented Gill. 
"Everyone on the team had to fence 20 bouts over 5 rounds," described Mandy Leighton, '98. Unfortu¬ 
nately, the epee team had to forfeit four bouts per round because their roster was one short of the four people 
needed. 
Considering that, "Fencing is a varsity sport for many of the schools we were [competing against]. So 
considering that we probably don't have as much practice time as them, we held up pretty well," said Sugrue. 
Not all of the scores from this weeks meet are in. Overall, the Bates Women's Fencing team made an 
impressive showing, with many of the fencers winning at least half of their bouts or going to four of the five 
touches needed to win. 
'Ah you are using cappa belle..." Amanda Hinnant -photo 
Team Effort Wins State 
by Raj Shekhat 
This past Saturday the Bates Men's Track team traveled to Bowdoin 
to compete against Bowdoin, Colby, and University of Southern Maine 
in the 27th Annual Maine State Meet. The Bates Track team has won the 
BBC Cup only five times, the last being in 1983. The meet marked the last 
of the regular season for the Bates team which finished with an 11-4 record 
after winning the meet with 69 points followed by Bowdoin(64), Colby(40), 
USM(10). 
Like with many of the meets this year, the Men's Track team has fin¬ 
ished second to none. Yet this meet was a little different. Yes, the team 
won the meet but the explosion of each individual in his event ignited 
the team and propelled them into first place. Saturdays meet put the 
Bates team on a new pedestal. The team recorded seven 1st place fin¬ 
ishes and 21 personal bests. Whether it was scoring a point or two in an 
event or encouraging a teammate as they gave it their all at the finish 
line, each person contributed to the power of the team. 
First Year Matt Twiest finished 1st in the 1000 and 1st in the 1500 
with an NCAA provisional qualifying time of 3:57:61, a personal best, 
making him the 5th NCAA qualifier from the Bates team. Distance run¬ 
ner Steve Beardsley, '97, finished 1st in the 800 with a time of 1:57 (per¬ 
sonal best) missing NCAA provisional standards by 1.5 seconds. 
Beardsley also anchored the 1st place 4x800 relay team. Peter Beeson, 
'99, finished the regular season undefeated in the pole vault with a per¬ 
sonal best jump of 14 feet. Throwers took 1st ,2nd ,3rd, and 4th places in 
the 35 pound weight division, with Paul Kolter, '97, leading the way, fol¬ 
lowed by Billy McEvila, '99, (currently ranked 3rd in the nation in Divi¬ 
sion III 35 pound weight throw), Spencer Potter, '97, and Sammy Martin, 
'97, respectively. McEvila also finished 1st in the shot put. Second place 
performances included Chip Noble, '97, in the 400, Chris Terry, '00, in the 
800 (personal best), Alec MacLachlan, '97, in the 600 (personal best), Dave 
Weir, *99, in the 55 hurdles (personal best), Mike Danahy, '00, in the 5000 
(personal best), andKevin Stroman, '00, in the Triple Jump (personal best). 
Winning the BBC Cup for the first time in 14 years is a significant 
accomplishment by a group of athletes who clearly understand the mean¬ 
ing of teamwork, persistence, and determination. 
More Arts and Skiing 
contnued from page 21 
TV set could explode or something like that (i.e. something that one would 
probably read about in the Daily Star), but it's nothing like real skiing, in 
which huge objects suddenly rush up in front of you, seemingly at the 
speed of light. 
My instinctual response to the corporeal threat I encountered as I 
half-skied, half-rolled down the "Chipmunk Trail" was to collapse in a 
slug-like heap every time I sensed danger. I would approximate this to 
have been about once every 4.79 seconds. Yet, against all odds (take a 
look at me now), I persevered, and miracle of miracles, I eventually found 
myself in a spot dose to where my odyssey had begun just fifteen min¬ 
utes earlier. "Hallelujah!" I thought, "Now, I've done it and I'll never 
have to do it again." This was the voice of logic talking to me - the wimpy 
voice that sucks all the fun out of life and prevents us from accomplish¬ 
ing our goals. The other voice - I'll call him Sparky - said, "Try again, 
Josh. Try again." 
Well, to make a long story short, I listened to Sparky. I DID try again, 
and, despite many bumps and bruises and more humiliation than I care 
to recall, I kept skiing that day. And it got easier. 
As of this writing, I've been to Lost Valley three times, ancf, in all 
honesty, with each trip there I feel like I've made a lot of progress. More 
than that, I've found something that I enjoy. I'm not saying that skiing is 
for everyone (it's certainly not, as certain Batesies who shall remain name¬ 
less will attest to). I'm not even saying that sports are for everyone, al¬ 
though I really believe that they enrich our lives a great deal, whether we 
play them ourselves or merely serve as spectators. What I am saying, is 
that 'opportunity only knocks once,' 'strike while the iron's hot,' and 'you 
never get a second chance to make a first impression'™ (feel free to disre¬ 
gard all but the first of these cheesy sayings). If I had never attempted to 
ski, I would still be playing computer solitaire. And I would have missed 
out on a lot of fun. Not to mention freezing my butt off. So, go ahead - go 
for it. That's my advice. Oh yeah, and one more thing... 
Tommy Moe - eat your heart out!! 
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What's the most romantic spot in the library? 
"Group room in Audio—no, too cold. 
First floor copy room? No, too exciting. 
Bathroom... no way, no way... 2nd floor? 
2nd floor? Faculty room makes me 
sleepy... stock room, ha ha! I think Audio 
would be the best.. We have video, 
audio— well, music— love songs, with 
Mary Poppins!" 
-Kinmochi "Crazy K" Eguchi '97 
"The moveable stacks— it can 
get really close in there." 
-Ellen Keohane '97 
Reported by Gussie Falleder 
"Definitely Binding and 
Mending." 
-Andrew Aspen '97 
Photos by Jen Weiers 
"The table down on the ground floor, 
by the window looking out on the 
plaza near the dog statue— that's 
where I see people in the most inti¬ 
mate conversations, especially if the 
light level isn't too high." 
-Gilbert Marcotte, Public 
Services Assistant 
The Student is now 
accepting applications for: 
Editor-in-Chief, 
1997-98 school year 
To apply, contact Jeremy Breningstall 
Box 68 or X777-6596 
Applications should include past experience, reason for 
applying, and ideas for the future i 
